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Skidmore College 

815 North Broadway 
Saratoga Springs, NY  12866 

kmelekis@skidmore.edu 
 

 
EDUCATION AND LICENSURE  
 
PhD Boston University School of Social Work, 2012 
 Interdisciplinary Program in Sociology and Social Work 
MSW University of California, Berkeley School of Social Welfare, 2001 
 Concentration:  Gerontology  
BSW University of Vermont, College of Education and Social Services, 1998 

 Certificate in Gerontology 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2016-
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2012  Champlain College 
  Lecturer, Social Work 

• Instructor for Ethics of Human Services. 
 

2011-2012 Boston University School of Social Work 
Adjunct Faculty, MSW Program 

• Instructor for Social Work Research I and Social Welfare Policy II. 
 

2010- 2011 University of Hawaii School of Social Work 
Assistant Professor 

• Instructor for research and practice courses in MSW program: 
o Introduction to Methods and Principles in Social Work Research 
o Social Work Practice with Individuals 
o !
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2008–2011 Principal Investigator, Voices from the Street 
Boston University School of Social Work 
Dissertation Chair:  Judith G. Gonyea, PhD 

• Funded by the Department of Housing and Urban Development, American 
Association of University Women, and Boston University. 

• Using a constructionist phenomenological approach, conducted a qualitative 
study with older adults experiencing homelessness and their outreach 
workers to explore 
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2017  Gonyea, J. G., Curley, A., 





 

Kelly Melekis 
Page 10 of 23 

 



 

Kelly Melekis 
Page 11 of 23 

 

Scharlach, A., Giunta, N., & Mills-Dick, K
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Adams, C., Melekis, K., & Weisse, C. (March, 2019).  Residential homes for the dying:  
An untapped resource for teaching patient- and family-centered end of life care before 
professional school training.  Poster presentation at the Annual Assembly of Hospice and 
Palliative Care.  Orlando, FL.   

 
2018 Melekis, K.  
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Gonyea J. & Melekis, K.  (November, 2015).  Narratives of older homeless women: Social 
connection, sense of agency and levels of resistance.  Paper presented as part of 
symposium entitled Gendered trajectories? The pathways and experiences of older 
homeless adults coordinated by L. Thomas and K. Melekis.  Gerontological Society of 
American Annual Meeting.  Orlando, FL. 
 
Hooyman, N., Melekis, K., Morano, C., Moniz, C., & Sciegaj, M.  (October, 2015). 
Faculty Development Institute on Training social workers with person-centered and 
participant-directed competencies: Instructional techniques. Council on Social Work 
Education Annual Program Meeting. Denver, CO. 

 
Hooyman, N., Melekis, K., Morano, C., Moniz, C., & Sciegaj, M. (October, 2015). Panel 
presentation on Infusing person-centered and participant-directed competencies into 
curriculum. Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting. Denver, CO. 

 
Witkin, S., Besthorn, F., Melekis, K., & Stanton, M. C.  (October, 2015). Panel 
presentation on The Global Partnership for Transformative Social Work.  Council on 
Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting. Denver, CO. 
 
Rouleau, B., Dale, R., Buck-Rolland, C., Okech, J., Melekis, K., Stein, W., Widrick, G., 
Hitt, J., Kessler, R., King, J., Pinckney, R., van Luling, J., & van Eeghen, C.  (October, 
2015).  Interprofessional education:  Building a framework for collaboration.  Poster 
presented at Interprofessional Education Collaborative (IPEC) Institute. Herndon, VA.  
 
Melekis, K.  (April, 2015).  Elder self-neglect in the United States:  Establishing a 
coordinated community response.  Paper presented as part of symposium entitled Self-
neglect:  An International symposium.  International Association for Gerontology and 
Geriatrics 
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Melekis, K.  (April, 2013).  Subsisting in a subhuman subculture:  The ‘homeless’ identity.   
Taos Institute Annual Conference.  Taos, NM.   

  
Melekis, K.  (January, 2013).  
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2008 Mills-Dick, K.  (November, 2008).  Organizer for Symposium:  Maximizing resilience for 
homeless, marginally housed, and at-risk older adults by linking shelter and services.  
Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, National Harbor, MD. 

 
2007 Mills-Dick, K. & Geron, S. M.  (January, 2007).  Educating geriatric social work 

practitioners:  A model program of agency-based training.  Society for Social Work and 
Research Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 
2006 Mills-Dick, K.  (November, 2006).  Educating retired social workers:  Experience and 

innovation to serve the aging population.  Gerontological Society of America Annual 
Meeting, Dallas, TX. 

 
Kuhn, K.  & Mills-Dick, K.  (April, 2006).  Mental health and aging:  Creating 
connection and change.  National Association of Social Workers, Massachusetts Chapter 
Annual Meeting. Marlborough, MA. 
 
Mills-Dick, K.  (February, 2006).  Training retired social workers:  Experience and 
innovation to serve the aging population. Council on Social Work Education Annual 
Program Meeting. Chicago, IL.  

 
2005   Mills-Dick, K., Skala, S., Pearl, N., & Pearl, D.  (October, 2005).  Online training:  An 

innovative approach to training social workers.  National Association of Social Workers, 
Illinois Chapter Annual Meeting.  Chicago, IL. 

 
 Mills-Dick, K.  (February, 2005).  Predictors of perceived training effectiveness in 

geriatric social work continuing education. Council on Social Work Education Annual 
Program Meeting.  New York, NY. 
 
Mills-Dick, K. & Andrews, C.  (February, 2005).  The effectiveness and impact of training 
experiences for practicing social workers serving older adults. Council on Social Work 
Education Annual Program Meeting.  New York, NY. 

 
2004 Mills-Dick, K. & Keefe, B.  (November 2004).  The effectiveness and impact of learning 

experiences for practicing social workers serving older adults. Gerontological Society of 
America Annual Meeting.  Washington, DC.   

 
2003 Whitlatch, C., Feinberg, L., Giunta, N., Mills-Dick, K., & Kietzman, K. G.  (March, 

2003).  
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Simon, J. & Mills-Dick, K.  (March, 2002).  Gerontological social work training: Facing 
the future of an aging California. National Council on Aging and American Society on 
Aging Joint Conference.  Denver, CO. 
 
Scharlach, A., Dal Santo, T., Giunta, N., & Mills-Dick, K.  (March, 2002).  Implementing 
the National Family Caregiver Support Program in California. National Council on Aging 
and American Society on Aging Joint Conference.  Denver, CO.   
 

2001 Scharlach, A.E., Robinson, B.K., Dal Santo, T., Giunta, N.,  & Mills-Dick, K. (July, 
2001).  An evaluation of consumer protections provisions in long-term care insurance. 17th 
Congress of the International Association of Gerontology. Vancouver, BC. 
 
Scharlach, A.E., Robinson, B. K., Dal Santo, T., Giunta, N., & Mills-Dick, K.  (June, 
2001).  Quality assurance policies and practices in privately-financed care management.  
5th International Care/Case Management Conference. Vancouver, BC. 
 
Scharlach, A.E., & Robinson, B. K., Dal Santo, T., Giunta, N., & Mills-Dick, K.  (March, 
2001). Future directions for care management under long-term care insurance.  American 
Society on Aging Annual Meeting. Orlando, FL. 

 
Invited   
 
2019 Melekis, K.  (May, 2019).  The great turning:  The role of social work in responding to 

environmental degradation and injustice.  Lecture presentation at the 22nd International 
Summer School in Social Work and Social Sciences:  Social Work from a Global 
Perspective.  University at Lapland. Rovaniemi, Finland.  

 
 Melekis, K.  (May, 2019).  Social isolation:  An overview.  Lecture presentation at the 

inaugural meeting of a collaborative to explore and address social isolation among older 
Vermonters.  Vermont Area Agencies on Aging.  Barre, VT.  

 
2018 Melekis, K.  (May, 2018).  Sustainability and social justice:  The role of social work in 

addressing environmental degradation and injustice.  Lecture presentation at the 21st  
International Summer School in Social Work and Social Sciences:  Social Work from a 
Global Perspective.  University at Lapland. Rovaniemi, Finland.  

 
2017 Melekis, K.  (September, 2017).  Self-neglect:  Understanding and community response.  

Vermont Association for Area Agencies on Aging Conference.  Killington, VT.   
 

Melekis, K.  (July, 2017).  Caring for ADRD caregivers in Vermont:  Results from a 
statewide survey.  Presentation for the Governor’s Commission on Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Related Dementias.  State of Vermont Department of Disabilities, Aging, and 
Independent Living.  Waterbury, VT.    
 
Melekis, K.  (May, 2017).  Social work and sustainability: Exploring connections between 
environmental, economic, and social well-being.  Lecture presentation at the 20th 
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International Summer School in Social Work and Social Sciences:  Social Work from a 
Global Perspective.  University at Lapland. Rovaniemi, Finland.  

 
Melekis, K.  (March, 2017).  Panelist for Diversity Summit.  Inequality matters:  Focus on 
older adult homelessness. American Society on Aging, Aging in America Conference.  
Chicago, IL.   

 
2016 Rouleau, B., Dale, R., Buck-
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2001 Izzo, J. & Mills-Dick, K.  (July, 2001).  When aging is not in place:  Homeless elders.  
American Society on Aging West Coast Summer Series.  San Francisco, CA. 

 
Scharlach, A., Giunta, N., Mills-Dick, K. (July, 2001). An overview of current case 
management programs and evaluation methods for long-term care integration. 
Presentation to the California Center for Long-Term Care Integration. Sacramento, CA. 

 
Professional Trainings and Workshops 
 
2015 Berry, C. & Melekis, K. (September, 2015).  What would change mean?  What are our 

stories?  Workshop for Challenging Poverty. University of Vermont College of Education 
and Social Services Committee on Diversity Initiatives Conference.  Burlington, VT.  

 
2014  Melekis, K.  (October, 2014).  Motivational interviewing:  Skills Workshop. Committee on 

Temporary Shelter.  Burlington, VT.  
 
2013 Melekis, K.  (December, 2013). The ethics of social media in long-term care:  Reducing 

risks and enhancing well-being.  Maine Health Care Association, Augusta, ME. 
 

Melekis, K.  & Young, E. (September, 2013).  Ethics and social media.  National 
Association of Social Workers, Vermont Chapter.  Randolph, VT. 
 
Melekis, K.  (March, 2013).  Motivational interviewing:  Changing the conversation, 
empowering consumers. Committee on Temporary Shelter.  Burlington, VT.  
 
Melekis, K. & Pillard, E. (March, 2013).  Ethical challenges in the changing social work 
contexts:  Tensions and possibilities.  University of Vermont Department of Social Work 
Field Instructor Seminar.  Burlington, VT.  

 
2012 Young, E., & Mills-Dick, K.  (January, 2012).  Social media: Effective and ethical use of 

new tools in clinical and community practice.  National Association of Social Workers, 
Vermont Chapter.  Colchester, VT. 

 
2009 Mills-Dick, K.  (September, 2009).  Ethics and elders:  Working with families in difficult 

transitions.  National Association of Social Workers, Vermont Chapter.  Rutland, VT. 
 
Mills-Dick, K.  (June, 2009).  Ethical challenges for the geriatric social worker:  Mastering 
a sound decision-making process. Maine Health Care Association. Augusta, ME. 

 
Mills-Dick, K.  (February, 2009).  Ethical challenges for the geriatric social worker:  
Mastering a sound decision-making process.  Maine Health Care Association. Freeport, ME. 
 

2007 Mills-Dick, K.  (July, 2007).  Ethical dilemmas in long-term care:  Refining social work 
practice in nursing homes.  Maine Health Care Association. Bangor, ME. 
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Mills-Dick, K.  (March, 2007).  Ethical dilemmas in long-term care:  Refining social work 
practice in nursing homes.  Maine Health Care Association. Freeport, ME. 
 

2006 Mills-Dick, K.  (December, 2006).  Ethical dilemmas in long-term care:  Refining social 
work practice in nursing homes.  Maine Health Care Association, Augusta, ME. 
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2009–2011 Department of Housing and Urban Development  
    Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant 
 
2009–2010 American Association of University Women  
    Dissertation Writing Fellowship 
 
2009–2010 Boston University School of Social Work  
    Dissertation Writing Fellowship  
 
2009–2010 Boston University Women’s Guild  
    Katherine O'Connor McLaughlin Scholarship  
 
2008–2009 Council on Social Work Education Gero-Ed Center 



 

Kelly Melekis 
Page 21 of 23 

 

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE EXPERIENCE 
 
2002-2004 Geriatric Mental Health Clinician, Rehabilitation Support Services. Albany, NY. 

• Provided individual and group therapeutic treatment for older adults with 
mental illness in a continuing day treatment program.   
 

2001  Social Worker, Over 60 Health Center.   Berkeley, CA. 
• Provided counseling and intensive case management for patients, including 

outreach and crisis intervention with homeless seniors.   
 
Additional Practice Experience 
2000  Social Work Intern, Over 60 Health Center.  Berkeley, CA. 
1999  Geriatric Case Manager Intern, Department of Human Services.  Fremont, CA. 
1998-1999 Health Care Counselor, Office of Health Care Ombudsman.  Burlington, VT. 
1998  Medical Social Work Intern, Kaiser Permanente. Williston, VT. 
 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
 
Professional Service 
 

American Public Health Association 
• Caucus on Homelessness, 2011 – Present 
• Abstract Reviewer, 2016 

 
American Roundtable to Abolish Homelessness 

• 1 in 4: Regional Convening on Unaccompanied Homeless Women, 2015 – Present 
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Global Partnership for Transformative Social Work 
• Board of Directors, 2018 - Present 
• Associates Council, 2017 - 2018 
• Program Committee, 2015 

Hartford Geriatric Social Work Initiative Leadership Network 
• Liaison, Poverty Group, 2014- 2016 
• Member, Housing, Neighborhoods and Relocation Group, 2013-Present 
• Mentoring Institute Participant, 2014 

 
University at Albany School of Social Welfare 

• Field Work Instructor, Internships in Mental Health Program, 2003-2004  

Peer Review Activity 
• Editor, Annals of Gerontology and Geriatrics Research, 2014-Present 
• Reviewer, Society and Space, 2019-Present 
• Reviewer, Journal of Community Psychology, 2019-Present 
• Reviewer, Aging & Mental Health, 2018-Present 
• Reviewer, The Gerontologist, 2016-Present 
• Reviewer, The British Journal of Social Work, 2016-Present 
• Reviewer, Health Education Journal, 2015-Present 
• Reviewer, Families in Society, 2013- Present 
• Reviewer, Community Engaged Scholarship (CES) 4 Health, 2010-2019 
• Reviewer, Journal of Religion and Spirituality in Social Work, 2014-2016 
• Reviewer, Journal of Mixed Methods Research, 2011-2012 
• Reviewer, Journal of Public Health Management and Practice, 2010-2011 

Academic Service 



 


