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THE PALAMOUNTAIN CHAIR CHANGES HANDS 

 A rotation of the Joseph 

C. Palamountain Jr. Chair in 

Government is about to ensue. 

As one of seventeen endowed 

chairs at Skidmore, the 

Palamountain Chair grants its 

holder within the department 

funding to pursue research and 

bring unique voices to campus.  

 For the past five years, 

the Palamountain Chair fund 

has allowed Ron Seyb to dig into the Walter Lipp-

mann Papers at Yale, the William J. Clinton Papers 

at the Clinton Presidential Center, the Lester Mar-

kel Papers at the New York Public Library, and the 

David Halberstam Papers at Boston University. 

Seyb is grateful to have benefitted from the gener-

osity of the fund, as the archival research he has 

been able to pursue has led to numerous published 

articles, with an additional few under review. He 

added: “This work has advanced my thinking about 

the development of the media in the United States 

and, in particular, the tension between the profes- 

 

sional norm of objectivity and journalists’ desire to 

give Americans the kind of interpretative reporting 

they need to navigate a world in which, as Lipp-

mann noted in Public Opinion, much of importance 

happens ‘out of reach, out of sight, [and] out of 

mind.’”  

Kate Graney has been selected to serve as 

the next Palamountain Chair. In light of this honor, 

she plans to brush up on her Russian at Middlebury 

College’s “Russian Boot Camp” in the summer of 

2017. She then hopes to travel back to Kazan, Rus-

sia to conduct research on religious pluralism. 

Graney is additionally ecstatic 

to visit the European Parlia-

ment’s newly established House 

of European History in Brus-

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/home.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/
http://www.caravanmagazine.in/
http://cookpolitical.com/
http://fivethirtyeight.com/politics/
http://www.haaretz.com/
http://indianexpress.com/
http://www.jadaliyya.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/
https://www.opensecrets.org/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/
http://www.publicintegrity.org/
http://qz.com/
http://religionandpolitics.org/
http://www.rferl.org/
http://www.tol.org/client/
http://www.truthdig.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/section/upshot
http://www.vox.com/
http://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.propublica.org/
http://www.dawn.com/
http://www.thedailystar.net/
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FACULTY PHOTOS  

 

Professor Bob Turner in Vietnam in 

March 2016  

also pictured is Megan Schachter ’17.   

 

Read Megan’s study abroad article on 

page 14 

Professor Biberman-Ocakli with leading Pakistan and 

India army expert, Stephen Cohen, at the South Asia 

conference in October 

Professor Mann baked a King Cake to celebrate 
Mardi Gras on February 5th  

Prof Vacs standing against the back-
ground of the beach in Bay of the 
Turtles in the island of Fernando de 
Noronha (Brazil)  

Prof Vacs (and his wife, Trudi) in 
front of the old penitentiary for po-
litical prisoners in the island of Fer-
nando de Noronha (Brazil)  

Prof. Vacs getting ready to engage in 
snorkeling in the coral reef of 
Picaozinho in Joao Pessoa (Brazil) 

SPRING
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FROM “GO” TO “PL”: WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

Elena Veatch ‘16 

The Government Department that we so revere will soon be no more—
in that it will henceforth be known as the Political Science Department, 
once the Committee on Educational Policies and Planning officially ap-
proves the proposal. 

Over the years, whispers through the halls of Ladd have sought answers 



I am currently enrolled in GO 371: Independent Study with Professor Mann.   I have found the opportunity to work with 
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A Possible Progressive or Libertarian Moment Among Young Voters 

http://www.skidmore.edu/government/senior-thesis.php






JZ 

 

Undergraduate Conference on the American Polity  

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/oration-in-memory-of-abraham-lincoln/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0847680398/ref=nosim/the-new-atlantis-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0847680398/ref=nosim/the-new-atlantis-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1610170067?ie=UTF8&tag=the-new-atlantis-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=1610170067
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I’m spending the semester participating in SIT’s Culture, Social Change, and Develop-



 

STUDENT NEWS 
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The Skidmore Consensus:  

Political Climate during the Primary Elections  

     Jack Schreuer ‘17  

 This election cycle is absurd. I don’t mean this in the diluted colloquial sense but actually nonsensi-

cal. If just last year you had read an article that placed a reality TV mogul as the clear Republican front run-

ner and Hilary in a competitive primary with a socialist, the only logical response would be to throw it into 

the pile with Candide and go back to talking about Biden. At the very least this election hasn’t been boring, 

from Sanders’ impassioned rhetoric to Trump’s outlandish antics.  

 



 

STUDENT POLLS BY RICK LANDRY ‘16 

Whom do you think will be the Republi-

can presidential nominee? 

 

 

 

 

 

Whom do you think will be the Demo-

cratic presidential nominee? 

 

 

 

 

 

Whom would you like to be the Demo-

cratic vice presidential nominee? 
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Our country is at a crossroads, a moment 

that will define the identity of our nation. We are 

fortunate to live at a time when our voices and ide-

as could shape the America’s future. Now more 

than ever, it is imperative that we intellectually 

engage with our world and each other. We can 

learn by discussing from those who disagree with 

us, even if the intent is not to convert, we benefit 

from gaining insight into their views. Now is the 

time for a debate on campus, not about the equality 









 

MODEL UN GOES TO TORONTO 

as graduation quickly approaches, I can’t help but compare my 
uncertain future with the West Point cadets who make such a 
large commitment at such a young age. The cadets that I spoke 
with had many different reasons for coming to West Point. Some 
came because of familial legacy; others valued the free educa-
tion. I also heard about cadets that went rogue. West Point cadets 
are able to get a $30,000 loan during their second year, and ap-
parently a cadet a few years ago took his loan and  moved to 
Mexico with his girlfriend. Other cadets have left West Point to 
work for private military contractors. The point is, and it seems 
almost too obvious to say, but I was struck by the amount of di-
versity I found at West Point. Of course I didn’t expect everyone 
to be single-minded war mongers or brainwashed in some way, 
but I was definitely surprised by how normal and relatable many 
of them were. In short, learning about and from the cadets was an 
incredibly rewarding and eye-opening experience that I will not 

soon forget.  
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 7KLV�SDVW�)HEUXDU\��6NLGPRUH·V�YHU\�RZQ�0RGHO�81�FOXE�WUDYHOHG�

to Toronto to participate in the annual North American Model UN confer-

ence hosted by the University of Toronto. Among the roles taken on by Skid-

PRUH·V� GHOHJDWLRQ� ZHUH� *HQHUDO� 9LFWRU� /XQGXOD� RI� WKH� &RQJR�� WKH� 5HSUH�

sentative of Hezbollah to Iran, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Israel, 

and the British seat on the UN Security Council. Delegates were charged 

with the task of finding diplomatic solutions to long-standing political prob-

lems and modern crises, such as the tenuous relationship between Israel and 

Iran and the Greek financial crisis. 

 Creative thought was put to practice over the course of three days. 

In an effort to make the world a better place (with results pending), Skid-

PRUH·V� VWXGHQWV� VRXJKW� RXW� DOOLDQFHV�� WUDGHG�EORZV�� DQG� IROORZHG�ZKDWHYHU�

means they thought necessary to achieve their assigned goals. With about 500 other students 

SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�KDUG�IRXJKW�EDWWOHV��,Q�WKH�´VWX[QHWµ�FULVLV�VLPXODWLRQ��WKH�,V�

raeli Deputy Minister (Byron Poplawski) saw himself ousted from his position after staging a 

coup gone wrong, later to emerge as powerbroker for the Iranians. Meanwhile, the secret Ad-

Hoc Committee (Ray Gnesin) reenacted the Korean War from the perspective of both fac-

tions, ultimately creating a new world order. Honorable mentions for best delegate were won 

by Themba Shongwe and Jason Sutherland.  

 This fall, Model UN is looking forward to hosting its 4th DQQXDO�3URIHVVRU·V�'LQQHU�DV�

well as traveling to another conference. The club will be meeting every Tuesday for the rest of 

WKH�VHPHVWHU�DW��SP�LQ�/DGG������(DFK�ZHHN·V�PHHWLQJ�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�URXQGWDEOH�GLVFXVVLRQ�

about a current international issue. We also host the occasional jeopardy competition ² which 

gets about as competitive as any conference we go to. There are always snacks and we are al-

ways looking for new students to stop by and share their thoughts ² and join us in our travels!  

Jason Sutherland ‘18 

Morency SCUSA ‘67, continued from page 17 

SPRING 2016 



http://democracyawakening.org/
mailto:jrider@skidmore.edu
mailto:jschreue@skidmore.edu


 

THE FRANKLIN FORUM AND

mailto:dquinn@skidmore.edu
mailto:brueda@skidmore.edu
mailto:cliang@skidmore.edu
mailto:slansing@skidmore.edu
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Anthropology 

AN 351:  Urban Anthropology 

American Studies 

AM 103:  Introduction to American Studies 

AM 250:  Regional Culture  

AM 260A:  Civil Rights in 20th Century United States 

AM 260C:  The African-American Experience, 1860s-1980s 

AM 260J:  Diversity in the United States 

AM 360:  American Cultural Periods  

Economics 

EC 103:  Introduction to Macroeconomics 

EC 235:  Macroeconomic Theory  

EC 283:  Economics of Health and Healthcare 

EC 286:  Economics of Development 

EC 319:  Economics of Income Distribution and Poverty 

EC 334:  International Political Economy 

EC 344:  Public Finance 

EC 361:  Behavioral/Experimental Economics 

Education 

ED 324:  Education Policy, Politics, and Law in the U.S. 

English 

EN 228:  Prose Boot Camp 

EN 280:  Introduction to Nonfiction Writing  

EN 280:  Introduction to Political Writing  

Environmental Studies 

ES 224:  Political Ecology 

ES 221:  Sustainable Development 

ES 252:  Political Ecology 

ES 352:  The Politics of Food 

ES 352:  Environ and Development in the Middle East 

ES 352:  U.S. Public Lands & Oceans 

ES 352C:  Global Environmental Governance 

GO 251A: Race, State and Nation in Comparative Perspective                       Kate Graney 

Description: Does the founding and maintenance of a stable political community, a nation-state, by a discrete group of peo-
ple (the in-group, “we”), always also necessitate the presence or creation of an opposing group (the out-group, “them”), a 
group that may be targeted for political, social or economic exclusion, or even for extermination, in order that the nation-state 
forming “in-group” might prosper?  When nation-states are founded on ideologies and structures of racial or ethnic oppression, 
are those ideologies and structures always the same, regardless of time or geographic location? Or must each situation of struc-
tural national racism be understood to be unique? What does the comparative study of race, state and power in different con-



 PAGE 25 

This course will trace the roots of American political invective by examining the historical, institutional, and cultural influ-
ences on America’s peculiar brand of emotionally labile politics.  It will, in particular, ask whether anger or “passion” is al-
ways harmful to democracy?  Does, in short, America need to tolerate the presence of demagogues such as William Jennings 
Bryan, Huey Long, Joe McCarthy, Ross Perot, and Donald Trump who trifle with the public’s emotions in order to create 
space for the “righteous anger” of those seeking healthy political change? 

GO 351B: African-American Political Thought              Flagg Taylor 

Description: W.E.B. DuBois described his people as ògifted with second sight in this American worldéan Ameri-

can, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings.ó  In this course we will examine the writings of 
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Fall 2016: What Counts for What? 

GO 101-001:  Introduction to American Government 
Robert Turner  M W F    12:20—1:15 PM 
 
GO 101-002:  Introduction to American Government 
Unit Coordinator  M W F   11:15—12:20 PM 
 
GO 101-003:  Introduction to American Government 
Unit Coordinator M W F   1:25—2:20 PM 
 
GO 102-001: Introduction to Political Philosophy 
Flagg Taylor  T TH  9:40—11:00 AM 
 
GO 103-001: Intro to Comparative and International Politics 
Feryaz Ocakli   M W F  9:05—10:00 AM 
 
GO 103-002: Intro to Comparative and International Politics 
Yelena Biberman- Ocakli   M W F  10:10—11:05 AM 
 
GO 204-001:  Classical Political Thought 
Natalie Taylor M W   2:30—3:50 PM 
 
GO 227-001: Power and Politics in Russian History 
Kate Graney T TH  11:10—12:30 PM  
 
GO 239-001: Middle Eastern Politics  
Feryaz Ocakli M W F  10:10—11:05 AM 
 
GO 251A-001:  Race, State, Power 
Kate Graney T TH  8:10—9:30 AM  
   
GO 251C-001:  Demagogues and Democracy  
Ron Seyb  M W F   11:15—12:10 PM 

GO 251C-002:  Campaigns and Elections. 
Chris Mann T TH  2:10—3:30 PM 
 
GO 252-001: The Psychology of Politics 
Ron Seyb  M W F  12:20—1:15 PM 
   
GO 309-001: Latin America and U.S. 
Aldo Vacs  T TH  12:40—2:00 PM 
 
GO 311-001: Constitutional Law 
Unit Coordinator W F  8:40—10:00 AM 


