
G O V E R N M E N T 

D E P A R T M E N T 

N E W S L E T T E R 
SKIDMORE COLLEGE Spring  2015 

Dear Students, 

 Once again it is for me a great pleasure to communicate with you through this introductory message to the Government Depart-
ment Newsletter. Due to the large number of contributions to this issue, I’ll try to be concise and let you enjoy the rest of the contents. As I 

mentioned in the Fall 2014 Newsletter, I was temporarily replacing Prof. Roy Ginsberg as chair until he returned from his sabbatical leave. 
Regretfully for the Department, Prof. Ginsberg has announced that he intends to retire by the end of this academic year. As you can see in 

the number of messages from his former students included in this issue, his presence at the Department and the College will be sorely 
missed. On the other hand, however, we are happy to congratulate him and wish him the best in the future, being sure that he’ll remain in 

touch with us in the coming years. Prof. Ginsberg’s retirement also means that I’ll remain as chair of the Department for two more years 
and that I’ll have the opportunity to write a number of these introductory letters and to serve you until the end of the academic year 2016-

2017. If you need to discuss anything related to the major or minor in Government, get authorization for courses taken abroad or anything 

mailto:avacs@skidmore.edu
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WELCOMING NEW FACULTY 
�,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���&�K�U�L�V���0�D�Q�Q 

I am looking forward to joining the 

Skidmore community this fall. 

Joining you at Skidmore is the end 

of a long and interesting journey to 

the destination I hoped for when I 

graduated from Pomona College. I 

am joining the Government Depart-
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UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE IN THE INTERCULTURAL CENTER: 
PROFESSOR BIBERMAN-OCAKLI DRAWS A CROWD ON A SNOWY DAY  

�$�Q�G�U�H�Z���/�R�Z�\���µ���� 

No amount of wind, ice, or snow could keep Government majors away 
�I�U�R�P���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���<�H�O�H�Q�D���%�L�E�H�U�P�D�Q�·�V���O�H�F�W�X�U�H���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������6�K�L�Y�H�U��
�L�Q�J�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �V�Q�R�Z�I�O�D�N�H�V�� �S�L�O�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �&�D�V�H�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�·�V�� �,�&�&�� �W�K�D�W��
�H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �K�H�D�U�� �3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�� �%�L�E�H�U�P�D�Q�·�V��Unconventional Warfare: Pakistan, 
India, and Afghanistan. With more students than available seats, the 



�(�O�H�Y�H�Q���6�N�L�G�P�R�U�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���P�H�W���R�Q���W�K�H���F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H���E�X�W�W���V�W�U�H�Z�Q���O�D�Q�H�V���R�I���J�O�R�U�\���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������W�K���W�R���G�H�W�H�U��
�P�L�Q�H���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���Z�R�U�W�K�\���R�I���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���R�I���³�3�L�Q���+�H�D�G���´ ��
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�'�D�Q���0�L�O�O�H�U���·����- Over winter break, I spent three days at the LBJ Presidential Library in Austin, Texas doing archival 
research for my senior thesis which, under the guidance of Professor Seyb, focuses on how President Johnson passed 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In two weeks, I will be traveling to Fort Myers, Florida with the Skidmore Baseball team 
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SEMESTER  ABROAD  IN  K ØBENHAVN   

Voting for Peace: A study of the relationship between a political party's electoral success and subsequent violence perpetrated 
by an affiliated ethno-nationalist militant group.  Andrew Shi'15  
In 1998, the Good Friday Agreement signaled the end of the Provisional Irish Republican Army's militant activity in Northern Ireland and England, an 
era of violence spanning four decades and collectively known as The Troubles. The peace agreement was the product of several factors, but one of the 
most important was the increasingly efficacious alternative for the PIRA of achieving its nationalist goals through the political arena and its political 
party, Sinn Fein. My paper posits that an ethno-nationalist militant group will decrease its violent activity when an affiliated political party is able to 
achieve electoral success through the political system, thus indicating a more feasible route for reaching joint goals. 

Thesis continued from page 12 

 

Learning the perils and the pleasures of city biking, we are spending the Spring 
2015 semester abroad in Copenhagen, Denmark. Through the Danish Institute 
for Study Abroad, we are taking classes on Danish politics, the European Union, 
religion in Europe, and the Danish welfare state, among other topics. Our core 
course on the EU even includes travel components, allowing us the opportunity 
to spend time in northern Germany, Brussels, the Hague, and Amsterdam. Dur-
ing our week-long trip to Brussels, for instance, we will have the chance to visit 
the NATO headquarters, meet with Danish representatives from the European 
Parliament, and interview various lobbyists in small groups. When we next 
venture to the Hague, we will learn about the complexities of international hu-
manitarian law at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugosla-
via (ICTY). Needless to say, we are ecstatic to gain some new perspectives out-
side of the classroom! 

Aside from the appeal of its vibrantly colored buildings and delicious desserts, 
Denmark has proved to be a fascinating place to study politics and public policy. Regardless of distinct differences in size and popu-
lation between our temporary home and the US, we have been incessantly comparing the two countries. The Danish government 



JZ 

 

REPORTING  FROM ABROAD  
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�&�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R���%�H�U�O�L�Q�����,���K�R�Q�H�V�W�O�\���G�L�G�Q�·�W���N�Q�R�Z��
much about the refugee crisis here. Since being 
here, though, I have become involved with an or-
ganization that helps support and find housing for 
refugees. While each refugee obviously has his 
own (or her own, though I have only met male 
refugees) linear storyline, most of them follow the 
same basic trajectory. Many of them moved from 
their home countries throughout sub-Saharan Af-
rica to either Libya or Syria in hopes of finding 
work and better wages. Starting in 2011, though, 
Libya and Syria became increasingly dangerous 
places to live and they fled to Europe, primarily 





STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
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A student government 



STUDENT CLUBS 
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Alumni Tributes  to Roy Ginsberg  



�5�R�E�� �5�H�V�Q�L�F�N�� �·������ ��Roy Ginsberg �² Always a professor, always a mentor, always a friend, always a professional.  I first met 
Roy almost 30 years ago when I was a student member of the hiring committee that selected him.  Roy was instantly our first choice 
despite the excellent qualifications of the field of candidates.  We got a great sense of his commitment to teaching in all its forms and 
we knew he would be a great fit for Skidmore.  Fast forward to 2015, look at all he has done for Skidmore, and we sure got it right.   

Throughout his tenure, students have loved and respected this awesome teacher/mentor.  In my frequent visits to campus over the 
years and interaction with students, Roy has consistently been at the top of his field.  He communicated exceptionally with multiple 
generations of students, ensuring they learned.  He cared about his students, always going to extra mile to help with papers, inde-
pendent study, internships, grad school, and careers.  He used grants to bring in speakers and programs to further advance the cur-
riculum and opportunities.  Roy is selfless when it comes to supporting students.      
 
Roy has been a leader on campus as well.  Highly regarded by faculty, he served on key committees and played critical roles in the 
�&�R�O�O�H�J�H�·�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�������+�L�V���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���Z�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���E�H�V�W���I�R�U���6�N�L�G�P�R�U�H�������1�R�Q�H���P�R�U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�������5�R�\���L�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���S�U�R�X�G���R�I��his 
former students, now alumni.  It has been my honor to stay in touch with him for over 25 years as friends, continuing all the great 
discussions we had on campus.  Roy touts the accomplishments of his alumni students so as to encourage current students and help 
them see the endless possibilities of their education.  He encourages us to return to campus and remain engaged through volunteer 
work.       
 
�,�� �F�D�Q�·�W���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���F�D�P�S�X�V�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���5�R�\�� �*�L�Q�V�E�H�U�J���� �� �$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �6�N�L�G�P�R�U�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �X�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G�O�\�� �D�W�W�U�D�F�W���V�W�U�R�Q�J�� �F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���W�R���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���G�H�S�D�U�W��
ment, I feel badly that incoming students will not have the opportunity to study with Roy.  And despite the great faculty remaining, 
there will no doubt be a vacuum from his departure and the loss of his leadership.  Roy has earned the right to retire and all the hon-



Chiat continued from page 20 
 

years and realized that I needed to go to graduate school to further my career.  The first phone call I made to assist in that decision was 
of course to Roy Ginsberg.  He had a friend who was a Professor at Thunderbird, and gave me her name and phone number.  This was 
�W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�����������·�V���V�R���H-mail was not yet available.  I called her, and it turned out she was going to be in DC soon.  After meeting her and 
visiting the school I decided to apply (of course with a recommendation from Dr. Ginsberg) and attended.  The decision to attend 
Thunderbird changed my life. 
  
I moved back to the DC area after graduating, got a job, and met my wife, Sharon.   As we were planning our wedding and putting 
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���R�X�U���J�X�H�V�W���O�L�V�W�����W�K�H���*�L�Q�V�E�H�U�J�·�V���Z�H�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S���R�I���P�L�Q�H�������6�K�D�U�R�Q���D�V�N�H�G�����´�<�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���L�Q�Y�L�W�H���\�R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�"�µ�� I �V�D�L�G���´�R�I��



PAGE 22 

�3�D�X�O�� �%�H�Q�W�R�Q�� �·������ ��Congratulations and best wishes to Professor Roy Ginsberg on 28 
years at Skidmore. 25 years ago, when he was younger than I am today, Dr. Ginsberg taught 
me the first of many classes that evolved into a college mentorship pivotal to my life. By set-
ting a high bar, demanding rigor and decorum, and instilling a genuine sense that he cared for 
my academic success, he sparked my intellectual imagination and desire to succeed generally. 
He was generous with his office hours to continue the conversations, and also generous with 
his green ink:  I remember rivers of comments, testimonies that he genuinely cared for us 
students.  A research assistant to him while the internet was still a novelty, I also remember 
maintaining his bewildering volumes of clipping files. Roy's lawyer-like attention to detail, 
coupled with a historian's sense of the big picture, helped countless students to think sharply 
and deeply.  
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Alumni Tributes to Roy Ginsberg   
 

�(�Y�H�O�\�Q�� �$�L�V�V�D�� �·������What an honor to have the opportunity to pay tribute to Roy Ginsberg. Over the years, 
I have been fortunate to have many wonderful professors alq4574.14 63T

1 0 0 1 26essors 
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�5�R�E�� �&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O�� �¶���� Roy was always there with a thoughtful ear, support, and ideas to 
expand my existing view of things. As I've moved further on from Skidmore I've come to real-
ize how incredibly rare it is to find someone so ready to stop and listen and reflect on what 
you're doing. I can't believe the openness, interest, and support he greeted me with when I 
first went up to him after his public lecture on campus in 2007 even though I barraged him 
with questions on and off topic. Nor could I believe his patience spending afternoons with a 
mess of notes and ideas for my increasingly complicated IA capstone project three years later.  
He always gave me thorough and pointed feedback on how my ideas were taking shape. Roy's 
commitment to students and scholarly work (publishing the first text on European integration 
designed to be accessible for undergraduates) is not only impressive, but something I have 
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���I�H�O�W���Z�D�V���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�O�\�����6�N�L�G�P�R�U�H�����L�Q���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�����(�Y�H�U�\���W�L�P�H���,�·�Y�H���W�D�O�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P���D�E�R�X�W���P�\��
�Z�R�U�U�L�H�V�����R�U���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����V�L�Q�F�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�L�R�Q���,�·�Y�H���F�R�P�H���D�Z�D�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�D�W���V�D�P�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���H�P�S�R�Z��
erment to achieve my goals that he gave me when we first met!  ~~~~~~ 

 

�0�L�K�D�H�O�D�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �·������ ��I was saddened to hear that professor Roy Ginsberg is retiring, 
knowing that Skidmore students will no longer have the opportunity to take classes with one 
of the foremost experts on European studies and to learn from such a dedicated teacher. I was 
�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �Q�R�W�� �M�X�V�W�� �5�R�\�·�V�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���� �E�X�W�� �K�L�V�� �D�G�Y�L�V�H�H���� �P�H�Q�W�H�H�� �D�Q�G�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G���� �5�R�\�� �K�D�V��
shaped my academic career in so many ways. The first intro course I took with him in my 
freshman year to a large degree influenced my decision to major in International Affairs. Roy 
was the one who designed the IA major to be an interdisciplinary course of study, and I ap-
preciated that tremendously. This led me to choose a second major in Economics and to take 
on many interesting courses in Anthropology and Environmental Studies that I would have 
otherwise overlooked.  
 The European Integration course I took with Roy my sophomore year was funda-
mental to the rest of my studies. I became so interested in the EU political processes that I 
opted to travel abroad in Freiburg, Germany to take more courses focused on the European 
�8�Q�L�R�Q�����:�K�H�Q���,���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���F�D�P�S�X�V�����,���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�V���5�R�\�·�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P���R�Q���X�S�G�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�Fond 
edition of his book, Demystifying the European Union. I gained invaluable skills researching changes in EU institutional structure 
and policymaking, collecting opinion data, incorporating visual aids, and proofreading the book manuscript. I learned so much work-
ing alongside Roy, watching his writing process, and being involved in a book publication process. I went on to use many of thes
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Alumni Tributes to Roy Ginsberg   
 

David continued from page 24  
 
 Roy never stopped being my mentor and my friend. Nearly five years after graduation, we are still in touch. He encouraged 
and reassured me when I was having difficulties finding a job, he gave me career advice, and he congratulated me for my successes and 
promotions. Roy and his wife Kirsten welcomed my family into their home and made a trip to Washington, DC to be guests at my 
wedding. I am so fortunate to be close to them and hope that they will continue to be part of the important moments in my life.  
 I do not exaggerate when I say that there is no other person in my life that has been more influential in my academic and 
�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�U�H�H�U���W�K�D�Q���5�R�\���� �:�L�W�K�R�X�W���5�R�\�·�V�� �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���� �P�H�Q�W�R�U�V�K�L�S���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���� �,�� �D�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H�� �,�� �Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�Iully 
completed both my undergraduate and graduate studies or been on a promising career path. For this, I will be forever in his debt.  
              ~~~~~~ 
 
�$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D�� �*�U�R�V�V�P�D�Q�� �·���� In looking back at my time at Skidmore, I cannot imagine what it would 
have been like to pass through its halls without the guidance and mentorship of Dr. Ginsberg.  As a pro-
�I�H�V�V�R�U�����'�U�����*�L�Q�V�E�H�U�J�·�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���R�I���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�X�U�R��
pean Union was contagious. With a teaching style that was lively, engaging, and accessible, taking a 
class with Dr. Ginsberg was a ticket for admission to his encyclopedic knowledge of European politics, 
history, and economics. As an advisor, Dr. Ginsberg took the time to make sure that each and every one 
of his students proceeded down their own unique academic path with the confidence and assuredness that 
only comes with having someone by your side every step of the way, providing support when needed, and 
a push when necessary. To say that it was a privilege to have had the opportunity to be one of Dr. Gins-
�E�H�U�J�·�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W������ 

�:�K�L�O�H���'�U�����*�L�Q�V�E�H�U�J�·�V���U�H�W�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���X�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G�O�\���D���O�R�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���6�N�L�G�P�R�U�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����,���N�Q�R�Z���,���D�P���Q�R�W���D�O�R�Q�H��
when I say that his time at Skidmore left a lasting impact on his students. Dr. Ginsberg, I cannot thank 
you enough for everything you have done �² I wish you all the best in your retirement! 

               ~~~~~~ 

�6�R�R�Q�� �/�H�H�� �·������It is with great sadness that I hear that Dr. Ginsberg will be retiring this fall. A true expert in 
the field of International and European Affairs, he will always be remembered for his wide range of knowledge 
and his ability to break down hard and complicated concepts in such a manner that his students always left the 
classroom feeling sure of the content. Moreover, Dr. G was one of the kindest and most helpful mentors a student 
�F�R�X�O�G���H�Y�H�U���D�V�N���I�R�U�����+�H���Z�D�V���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�O�\���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���X�V��
to make sure that everything was going well. Although his retirement is a true loss to the Skidmore community, 
his acumen, authenticity, and heartfelt care will undoubtedly continue to inspire and better the lives of others in 
ways he may not even know. Dr. G�³ thank you for everything you have done for us! I wish you great happiness 
and joy in your retirement! 

         ~~~~~~ 

 

�$�D�U�R�Q���6�K�L�I�U�H�H�Q���·������As a first-year student, Dr. Ginsberg helped me cultivate an interest in compar-
ative government and internatin

i
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Hoch continued from page 26 

community of which I would always be a member.  His advice immediately jumped to mind when I learned of his retirement.   While 
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Benton continued from page 38 

�–�Š�‹�•�•�‹�•�‰���ƒ�•�� �™�‡�Ž�Ž�� �ƒ�•�� �Ž�‹�•�‡-�„�›-�Ž�‹�•�‡���•�–�›�Ž�‡�� �”�‡�˜�‹�•�‹�‘�•�•�� �„�›�� ���ƒ�”�›�� ���Ž�Ž�‡�•�� �	�‹�•�…�Š�‡�”�� �ƒ�•�†�� �–�Š�‡�� �Ž�ƒ�–�‡�� ���ƒ�†�� ���—�”�‘�†�ƒ�� �–�‘�� �’�‘�Ž�‹�•�Š�� �•�›�� �™�”�‹�–�‹�•�‰�ä�� ���•�‹�†�•�‘�”�‡�5�•��
�ˆ�ƒ�…�—�Ž�–�›���†�‡�†�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���–�‘���•�–�—�†�‡�•�–�•���™�ƒ�•���‘�—�–�•�–�ƒ�•�†�‹�•�‰�á���ƒ�•�†�������‘�ˆ�–�‡�•���•�ƒ�”�˜�‡�Ž���ƒ�–���Š�‘�™���Ž�—�…�•�›�������™�ƒ�•���–�‘���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���•�—�…�Š���…�ƒ�”�‹�•�‰���ˆ�ƒ�…�—�Ž�–�›�ä 

Which Government class(es) have helped/influenced you the most in your job now?  ���”�‘�ˆ�‡�•�•�‘�”�•�� �
�‹�•�•�„�‡�”�‰�� �ƒ�•�†�� �	�‹�•�…�Š�‡�”�� �™�‡�”�‡��
�‡�š�…�‡�’�–�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›�� �”�‹�‰�‘�”�‘�—�•�� �‹�•�� �†�‡�•�ƒ�•�†�‹�•�‰�� �…�Ž�‡�ƒ�”�� �–�Š�‹�•�•�‹�•�‰�� �ƒ�•�†�� �•�‘�Ž�‹�†�� �ˆ�”�ƒ�•�‡�™�‘�”�•�•�ä�� ���”�ä�� �
�‹�•�•�„�‡�”�‰�� �–�ƒ�—�‰�Š�–�� �ƒ�� �•�‘�†�—�Ž�‡�� �‘�•�� �–�Š�‡�� �…�Ž�ƒ�•�•�‹�…�� �„�‘�‘�•��
�6���Š�›�����ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�•���
�‘���–�‘�����ƒ�”�6���ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡���”�‘�Ž�‡���‘�ˆ���•�‹�•�’�‡�”�…�‡�’�–�‹�‘�•���ƒ�•�†���‰�”�‘�—�’���–�Š�‹�•�•�ä�����Š�ƒ�–���‡�ƒ�”�Ž�›���…�Ž�ƒ�•�•���‰�ƒ�˜�‡���•�‡���ƒ�•���ƒ�’�’�”�‡�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���ˆ�‘�”���Š�‘�™���‹�•�æ
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GO 251C: Voting in the US: Access, Fairness, and Reform (Voting Reforms and Democracy)  3 credits 
Professor Christopher Mann 
Compared to other democracies, the way elections are run in the US can be downright embarrassing. Controversies 
across the country have demonstrated that the way American democracy is run is far from American ideals about 
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Fall 2015: What Counts for What? 

 

GO 101-001:  Introduction to American Government 
Chris Mann  T TH  11:10�³ 12:30pm 
 
GO 101-001:  Introduction to American Government 
Unit Coordinator  T TH  12:40�³ 2:00pm 
 
GO 102:  Introduction to Political Philosophy 
Flagg Taylor T TH  8:10�³ 9:30am 
 
GO 103-001: Intro to Comparative and International Politics 
Yelena Biberman- Ocakli   M W F 9:05�³ 10:00am 
 
GO 205H:  Modern Political Thought 
Flagg Taylor T TH  11:10�³ 12:30pm 
 
GO 211: U.S. Judicial Process 
Unit Coordinator T TH 3:40�³ 5:00pm   
 
GO 251B: States, Rebels and Warlords  
Yelena Biberman-Ocakli M W 2:30�³ 3:50pm 
 
GO 251C-


