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training for her 7" marathon at
the end of May. She will miss
everyone at Skidmore, but
promises to visit ofen!

ti2158321 aSaly ¢ilyddtt has
been moving forward with her
book manuscript,

The project
examines the efects of electoral competton on the consolidaton of
state authority. Recent literature on state-building in democracies has
argued that electons generate strong incentves for politcians to form
alliances with armed groups who can deliver victories via violence and
intmidaton. In the process, state power is weakened as its monopoly on
violence is undermined. This perspectve, however, cannot account for
the wide variaton in relatons between
governments and armed groups. The
book asks: what explains government
responses to armed groups? Under what
conditons do elected oFcials collaborate
with, tolerate, or repress these actors?
Drawing on evidence from Nigeria, she
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PROFESSOR FLAGG TAYLOR IN WASHINGTON D.C.



https://twitter.com/SVamberova
https://twitter.com/SVamberova
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This February, Skidmore’s Model United Natons club
sent thirteen delegates to the North American Model United
Natons Conference (NAMUN) at the University of Toronto.
The group included both upperclassmen with extensive model
UN experience, and frst-
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Founded in 1920, Pi Sigma Alpha
receives into membership students
in political science and related
disciplines who have outstanding
records of scholarship, high aca-
demic integrity, and academic
distinction. Last year ten members
of the class of 2018 were abroad
when they accepted membership;
with their return this year's cere-
mony was extra special. Next spring
we will formally induct four Pi Sigma
Alpha members of the class of 2019
who are currently studying abroad.

/f1-38 2F unmy Jackson Benarroch, William Berg, Isabelle Bertolozzi, Alexis Cantor, Olivia Cox, Isabelle Fischer,
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STUDENT NEWS

Collected by Erin Mah '19 and lzzy Fischer "18

WIOKIHE 1Y 1y e | was recently accepted to partcipate in
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1yy1-K aiffSi Wy I’'m currently writng a thesis on the efects of
standardized testng on elementary school children’s wellbeing.
My research focuses on accounts from school teachers and nurses
in the New York area. Upon collectng and analyzing data, | hope
to use my fndings to evoke policy reform with respect to state
testng standards in the New York area.

[IyR2y alftSl Yun This past January, | was able to embark on a
trip I've dreamed of for years. | travelled to Healy, Alaska, where |
spent four days dog sledding along the Shushana River and Stam-
pede Trail, eventually visitng Bus 142 from "Into the Wild". It was
the coldest and most incredible experience of my life.

5efly valyy Imy This semester | am splitng my tme writng my
thesis - concerning episodes of American populism during the
twenteth century in relaton to Trump and Sanders - and work-
ing as a Policy Fellow for Gareth Rhodes's campaign for Congress
(NY-19). As for post-grad plans, | will be the Project Coordinator
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https://compassnews.co.uk/sign-up?code=sxzPf
https://compassnews.co.uk/sign-up?code=sxzPf
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SENIOR THESES 2018

Political Science majors completing PL 375 share brief
descriptions of their research

2jt _SI3 Imy

¢KSaia ¢AifSY Repressing Repressive Forces: Marcusean Sub-
version of Free Speech on College Campuses Today
554002y In my thesis, | address Herbert Marcuse, a po-
litcal philosopher who helped inspire and drive the 1960s
New Lef movement. Further, | try to connect some of his
writngs to the current free speech climate on college cam-
puses. Marcuse’s radical understanding of American society
combines neo-Marxist advocacy for socialism with a unique
blend of Freudian psychology that would allow man to in-
crease his consciousness, and subsequently reject all compo-
nents of the present society. Because oppression in the mod-
ern liberal order is rampant, it can only be liberated with ac-
tons and thoughts that operate completely outside the sta-
tus quo. Marcuse suggests so-called free speech is yet anoth-
er weaponized tool by society’s dominant forces, and that it
must be subverted toward his noton of liberatng tolerance.
This liberatng tolerance, according to Marcuse, de-
mands repression of some speech.

LTTh _ SHi2E2TTh Wy

¢KSad ¢iitSY Addressing Non-Compliance with Title IX in Col-
lege and University Athletc Departments
5S40iilJa2y" Subsequent to the implementaton of Title IX
(the amendment banning sex discriminaton), the Depart-
ment of Health, Educaton and Welfare developed a test of
compliance with Title IX for athletc departments. The regula-
tons posited three possible means by which schools could
pass the compliance test, and as such it is commonly referred
to as the “three-prong test.” My thesis uses publicly available
data to analyze the cornerstone of the three-prong test—
“substantal proportonality.” | used the data from 153 NCAA
Division | and Division Ill insttutons. It builds on other stud-
ies which suggest that the three-prong test is actually a fail-
ure. In additon, in light of the lack of compliance, my thesis
addresses what changes could be put into place in order to
rectfy the long standing and widespread trend of non-
compliance with Title IX in college and university athletc de-
partments.

hiighl- /2E Wy

¢KS#ia ¢AifSY Why do they feed us cardboard? School Food
Policies in the u. S. and Europe
A historical comparatve case study of the School Food Poli-
cies in the US and Europe. This thesis will compare the histor-
ical background, legislaton, and implementaton of school
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food policies in the US and Europe, focusing especially on
New York State and France. Based on this analysis the paper
will ofer a reason as to why American school food programs
pale in comparison to their European counterparts.

LTT& C1a0K Sl tmy

¢KSala ¢itSY Who Cares About Your Error Bar? A Survey Ex-
periment on Visualizing Uncertainty in Politcs

5S40ilLJa2y! How can scholars convey uncertainty about
empirical data? The general public frequently misinterprets
data in journal artcles, presentatons, and the mass media,
and especially struggles with uncertainty about estmated
quanttes. | conduct an experiment to determine what ap-
proaches to data visualizaton are most efectve in communi-
catng both point estmates and uncertainty of politcal poll
data to the general public. My treatments test multple for-
mats: simple text, basic error bars, hypothetcal outcome
plots, and advanced error bars.
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type as they are labelled a violent, barbaric group that refuses
any form of governance. This study will look at whether and, if
so, how the non-state legal bodies of various ethnic groups
difer in their practces.

W-yRyS YNGEOK 310z Yy
CKSaE ChiESY
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AMERICAN
POLITICS

PL 222: State and Local Politcs

PL 224: Campaigns and Electons (Chris

PL 311: Consttutonal Law

FALL 2018 — WHAT COUNTS FOR WHAT?

POLITICAL THEORY

PL 204: Classical Politcal
Thought

PL-HI 322R: History and

Politcal Thought of the Ameri-

can Revoluton
(Natalie Taylor)

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

PL 226: States, Rebels and

(Yelena Biberman-Ocakli)

PL 228: U.S. Foreign Policy

PL 366: Understanding Global-
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COMPARATIVE
POLITICS

PL 209: The Latn American Puz-
zle (Aldo Vacs)

PL 227: Genghis Khan to
Gorbachev: Power and Politcs in
Russian History

(Kate Graney)

FALL 2018 — PoLITICAL SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS



