


AC—WE KEEP IT COOL 
BEN VAIL ‘11 

 

Student Government Association (SGA) is more than just Senate. SGA is made up of students, clubs, and committees. Aca-
demic Council is one of those committees and it something you should know about! 

Academic Council’s purpose is to represent student ideas and concerns in all issues pertaining to academics. The SGA Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, Logan Brenner ’12, chairs the committee and its members come from student representatives 
from all departments and programs at Skidmore. Currently, I am the only Government Department representative and have 
sat on the committee since my sophomore year. 

Meetings are held weekly and topics of discussion change frequently. The great thing about Academic Council is that faculty, 
administrators, and students can address the committee about any pertinent issues. These can include concerns within depart-
ments, information about appealing a final failing grade, or how to create a self-determined major. After presentations or dis-
cussions, the committee breaks up into subcommittees. Two of these subcommittees plan Major Fair and facilitate Out-of-
Classroom Discussion Fund.  

**Major Fair is held each semester in the atrium of the dining hall and allows students to learn more about all the majors 
Skidmore has to offer.  

**The Out-of-Classroom Discussion Fund allows students to get to know professors better and continue the conversation 
with a professor outside of the classroom. In the past students and professors have gotten coffee or lunch, attended perform-
ances, or gone to sporting events. Each person gets 10 dollars to subsidize the outing reimbursed by SGA. Sounds like a deal 
to me! 

http://www.skidmore.edu/studentorgs/sga/outofclassroom.html 

Academic Council is a great way to get more involved on campus, learn about Academics, and represent the Government 
Department. Each department is allocated two representatives and there is still a seat open! If joining AC sounds cool to you 
then think about joining. Email Logan Brenner (lbrenner) or Professor Katherine Graney (kgraney) if you are interested! 
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    The first page of the current JHU Press book catalogue fea-tures 

http://www.skidmore.edu/studentorgs/sga/outofclassroom.html�


Roy H. Ginsberg, Joseph C. Palamountain Jr. Professor of Govern-
ment,  has received a rare international honor: he is one of four 
scholars in the United States—and 34 throughout the world—
recently named a Jean Monnet Professor of European Integration 
Studies.  

Jean Monnet professors are senior scholars/teachers specializing in 
European integration studies at colleges and universities around the 
globe. Under the auspices of the European Commission, the execu-
tive arm of the European Union (E.U.), the program provides sup-
port for the development of new projects that enhance European 
studies, and resources to strengthen existing curricular initiatives in 
this area. Jean Monnet professors are part of a broader program de-
signed to increase knowledge and awareness of European integration 
through teaching, research, public outreach, and debate. 
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From Henry Adams to Mad Men:  
Professor Natalie Taylor’s Scholarship Interests 
CAITLIN MAHONY ‘11 

 A Political Companion to Henry Adams edited by 
Professor Natalie Taylor examines the political thought of 
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One of the more unusual programs 
offered to Skidmore students by the Office of 
Off-Campus Study and Exchanges is the 
Skidmore Fall  2 J4( Fai25 w 20Fai25 w ai25 r)-2fice in t17.76 4.02 re
W n
q
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in France’s cemeteries?” One suspects John-
son knew how hard the force of such words 
would be felt by a man of DeGaulle’s sensi-
bilities. Finally, we visited the stunning, 
spectacular medieval town and monastery of 
Mont St. Michel.  

 In addition to our official planned 
excursions, students have also kindly invited 
me out for coffee, dinner, or drinks, which 
has allowed all of us to talk, share our adven-
tures and misadventures, tease, joke, laugh 
like so many Falstaffs, and argue for hours, 
so that they have all become quite dear to me. 
(I’ve also been happy to get to know some of 
the JYA students here.) They then return to 
their respective home-stays. As fortune 
would have it, we are here at a time when 
their host families have had occasion to ad-
mire Americans and what they stand for: just 
as we were studying Tocqueville’s account of 
Americans as practice-minded rather than 
theoretical, some contemporary Americans, 
with their technology and know-how, were 
assisting the Chileans’ rescue of their trapped 
miners;  as David Gergen reported, American 
driller Jeff Hart, reaching the miners after 
drilling for 33 straight days, said simply and 
modestly, “we got the job done.” The home-
stays have afforded our students an opportu-
nity not only to improve their French but also 
to learn what daily life is like for a Parisian 
family, and to participate in it for a season. 
And as they return to their home-stays, I 

return happily to my apartment and my 
scholarship. 

*  *  *  *  * 
 Ubiquitous internet access and 
electronic data storage means that faculty 
can easily continue with their own scholarly 
work while here, even as they benefit from 
opportunities that France has to offer. So in 
addition to reading page proofs for a few 
other projects, I’ve begun work on a paper 
that was accepted for a January 2011 con-
ference in Nice, on democracy and rhetoric. 
As it happens, Daniel’s proposal was also 
accepted, so France will be the location for 
our first father and son tag team. The French 
journal Klesis will also be publishing a 
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 Kate Millar, Class of 2011   As a recipient of the Levine Internship Award this summer , I was able to accept an unpa019 T9lar, Class of 2011  
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PAGE 15 GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT    

  
 What Counts for What ?  
 

 American Government Distribution 

 
 GO 231 Environmental Politics and Policy / Turner/ MWF 2:30-3:50 

 GO 251C Politics of the American Family / Taylor / T/TH 9:40-11 

 GO 314 Civil Liberties / Ferraioli / T/TH  12:40-2:00 

 GO 332 American Party System / Taylor / T/TH 2:10-3:30 

 GO 362 Politics of Congress / Seyb / T/TH 12:40-2:00 and Tu 6-7 

 GO 367 Communication Law / Ferraioli / T/TH  3:40-5:00 

 

 Comparative Politics Distribution 

 
 GO 251A Democracy, Identity and Religion in South Asia / Pahwa / T/TH 11:10-12:30 

 GO 365    Islam and Politics in the Middle East / Pahwa / T/TH 2:10-3:30 

 

 

 International Relations Distribution 

 
 GO 229 International Law / Ginsberg / T/TH 9:40-11 

 GO 339 International Political Economy and the Environment / Ginsberg/ T/TH 12:40-2 

 GO340  International Human Rights Regime / Graney / MW / 2:30-3:50 

 GO 366 Terrorism and the Law / Mulligan / MW / 4-5:20 

 

 Political Theory Distribution  
 

 GO 304 Modern Political Thought / Scott / MWF 9:05-10 

 GO 341 French Liberal Tradition/ Scott/ MWF 2:30-3:50 

 GO 351B Xenophon’s Anabasis/ Burns / T/TH 9:10-11 

 GO 351B Shakespeare’s Political Wisdom/ Burns / T/TH 3:40-5:30 
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