FALL 2017

Dear Students,

It is my pleasure to write to you as the new chair of the Political Science Department. | took on
the role in June. During the summer months my responsibilities were few. My most important and happi-
est task was to send out news that Timur Ocakli had arrived. Professors Bibe@uakli and Ocakli

welcomed their son on July 5, 2017. A recent picture of Timur is included in the newsletter.

As the semester got underway, | was initiated into the other responsibilities of chair, including ap-
proving study abroad credits and signing major and minor declarations. | was happy to meet many of you
while taking care of this paperwork and | look forward to talking with more of you about your academic
and professional plans. Please feel free to stop in and say hello emtleme with any questions that

you may have. You can find me in Ladd 306B or contact nmésgtor@skidmore.edu

There are new faces among the Political Science faculty! We are delighted that Professor Mara
SuttmanrLea has joined our department to offers courses in American politics. Professor Megan Turnbull
is a very welcome addition to our Comparative Politics and International Relations faculty. Both Profes-
sors SuttmansLea and Turnbull are offering new special topics courses in the spring and | urge to you

take a look at those course descriptions.
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FACULTY NEWS

Professor Yelena-Bitaitnanoying her sabbatical alongside
a new member of the Ocakli fami#yTimur. During the sum-
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they make biased evaluations of voter eligibility on the basis of
observable characteristics like race, age, and gender. She is also
working on developing a new set of case studies for her book
project, Convenience at a Cost: The Unintended Consequences
of Voting Reformsand is very excited to be working with Chloe
6LQJHU - DQG OHJDQ :HLW]JQHU - RQ ERWK RI WKHVH SURMHFWYV
Next semester, Professor Suttméea

will be teaching Introduction to Ameri-

can Politics, the Politics of Congress, and

a special topics course on political cam-

paigns and democratic norms in the

United States. In between teaching and

research, Professor Suttmdrea has

also (somehow!) found the time to run

the Saratoga Palio haiarathon and the

Can Lake 50k ultramarathon in Canan-

daigua, New York. She is also running

the New York City Marathon in early

November on behalf of her father and

for Team Fox, an organization dedicated to researching cures for
3DUNLQVRQ:V GLVHDVH

Professor Flaggvllaytoparticipating in two upcoming events,

the first is in Washington DC to mark the 1@@niversary of the

Bolshevik Revolution. On Novembet Be will be sitting in a

SDQHO RQ FDOOHG "6RYLHW 7RWDOLWDULDQLVP WKH &DSWLYH OLQG D¢
8QFLYLO 6RFLHW\ p 2WKHU SDQHOLVWV LQFOXGH -RVKXD 5XEHQVWHLQ
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PROF GRANEYS CLASSTRIPTO THE MUSEUMOF
RUSSIANICONS
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REFLECTION BERLINCALLING
LINDSAKLSH]

E : 4 A captivating discussion was held in the Filene Auditorium on German Reu-
N B o QLILFDWLRQ 'D\ DV 3DXO +RFNHQRYV VSRNH R
- Calling: A Story of Anarchy, Music, the Wall, and the Birth of the New Ber-

OLQ p +RFNHQRVY ZzDV DEOH WR DGGUHVV VRPL
the artwork of the Berlin Wall as well as its regulations, its momentous crash,
and the integration of culture that swept through Berlin during the aftermath.
7KHVH WRSLFV ZHUH LOOXVW bdanivadcaunts Krohik X J K
his time in Berlin, including his interactions with its residents
and even his exposure to the punk rock music of the time period.

Hockenos described West Berlin as being isolated in its inability to efficient-
ly receive imports from the US, UK, France, or elsewhere. The fact that
West Berlin was completely surrounded for decades by Sowmietlled

East Berlin and Eastern Germany meant that West Berlin was accessible
only through the air or by federally controlled railroads and autobahns.
Hockenos recounted instances in which elderly, retired residents were briefly
allowed to travel outside of West Berlin, and were given extensive shopping lists from their grandchildren filledlavith unav
ble items such as new leather jackets or posters and music by famous celebrities. Although West Berlin was considerec
and was blocked off from all Soxgentrolled regions, the sequestration imposed by the Berlin Wall limited the mobility of its
residents and their ability to make contact outside its borders. A surprising element to the seclusion of West BeHat that Ho
nos mentioned was the lack of eagerness amongst its students to travel outside its borders. He went into greatlaetail in ds
ing the many inconveniencies that residents in West Berlin faced, and their frustration was evidenced in the artwork that
ered the West side of the Berlin Wall. Despite this, he claimed that most students had no desire to travel into BEast Berlir
elsewhere.

In an especially noteworthy discussion, Hockenos commented on the rise of unemployment, especially in East Berlin, in
early 1990s. He described a period of disarray as the economies of East and West Berlin were suddenly brought togeth
the anarchic first few years after the wall came down. Hockenos touched upon the incongruences in the job markets of
East and West Berlin as well as incongruences that had developed in their cultures. His talk left the entire audiedce fascil
ZLWK *HUPDQ\:V FKDQJLQJ SROLWLFDO VWUXFWXUH DQG HFRQRP\ LQ WKF

THE LONG STRUGGLEFOR ISRAEEPALESTINE
A CTOBRNDLECTUWREREMRESSMATNHANNTRODUBYEORY AZAKLI

Because neither side in the battle for IdPaddstine is going to-.
disappear, ending the struggle for IdPadé¢stine would require

Israeli and Palestinian concessions. When we think about res
ing the conflict the same old options are on the table, variants
the onestate and tw WDWH VROXWLRQ ,Q WK
core questions: What are the differences between the varia
What are the pros and cons for each option? What obstacl
stand in the way of realizing a resolution?

About the Jacob Perlow Series.: A generous grant from the estate 0
Jacob Perlow an immigrant to the United States in the 1920s, a
successful business man deeply interested in religion and philoso- .
phy, and a man who was committed to furthering Jewish education I < -
supports annual lectures and presentations to the College and Capi- mm . L,
tal District community on issues broadly related to Jews and Juda- jeremy, p,e;_:.',,}'an,p,ofesso, of Poﬁ?@;ﬁg;encg‘;,,‘;j Eiec,o,
sm. of Middle East Studies, University of Connecticut
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SUMMEREXPERIENCES

(PPORTUMTHESMNRBBROAD

After a transformative semester studying politics and economic development in
Argentina and Chile, my summer internship with the International Rescue Com-
PLWWHH:-V ,5& BHIXJHH <RXWK 6XPPHU $FDGHP
in the right direction. My international perspective and adoration for children led

me to take on a position working for and with the vulnerable refugee population
of New York City..

| was hired by the IRC to participate in an 8
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NO SUCHHINGSA TYPICMAT
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My duties consisted of every-
thing pertaining to event organization |
could have ever imagined. | compiled
contact information for large directo-
ries of tribal leaders, councilmen and
FRXQFLOZRPHQ VWDWH 6HQDWRUV DQG UHSUHVHQWDWLYHY ORFDO &(2-!
election officers, and county recorders. Working with One Arizona, a partner organization, | coordinated the dates and loc
tions for a Native Vote Strategy Planning Session. | wrote memos, letters, emails, and agendas for the meetingpreaching
over forty members of tribal communities, county election institutions, and community organizations. With most of the corr
spondence being sent out under the name of the Executive Director, Maria Dadgar was very informed of my efforts but 1
involved. She was very impressed by my work ethic and invited me to aid in their Water and Energy Summit to get usec
being the MC for a large meeting of Native American actors and leaders.

My Native Vote Strategy Planning Session was extremely successful. | had over fifty attendees and | hope to have provi
basis for the founding of a Native American Voting Block in Arizona. | was able to
share my vision of a united political entity on the Reservations alongside of a corpora-
tion of Native American Tribes that could take advantage of the Federal laws support-
ing business while simultaneously directing and owning the development of society anc
energy technologies on their own territory. This would have the potential to service the
entire Southwest for their energy consumption.

This summer was invaluable to me. | feel | was able to put into practice the skills and
knowledge | have gained in my time as a student of Political Science. Skidmore fos-
tered within me the ability to address issues with a unique and creative mindset, and
simultaneously provided me with opportunities to put this new knowledge to work in
the real world, melding my experience from learned information into practiced
wisdom.

| always experience culture shock when transitioning between Brazil and the United

StatesBrazil will always bany home the place wherd feel mostcomfortable.

However, returning homtor the summer betweemy sophomore angunior year

wasa different experienceThe political climate athome impacted most of my

interactionsConversations had with my relativeandfriendswere mostly about the

current situationin our government. Everyoris eitherangry, terrifiedor skeptical

The upcoming2018 electionshaveeveryone on edg&he politicalparty thathas

beenin officefor overfourteen yearsthe Workers Party (PT)will likely be running

with Luis InacioLuladaSilva asheir candidatel.ula waghe Braziliarpresident foeightyears andjespite beinfpund guilty
of corruptionby the BraziliarSupreme Courthe still seemdo be betting orlegal loopholeto allowhis candidacyCurrently,
polls indicate that 30% of the population will endorse Lula in the upcoming election.

The runnerup withsixteen percent afie populavoteis Jair Bolsonarajunning forthe
SocialChristianParty(PSC).This candidatés in manywayshe BrazilianDonald Trump,
althoughhe hadar more politicabxperience, which makbsn a bigger threat to democ-
racy.Bolsonaro hasmadeamultitude of racishomophobic, and sexislaims, but more
shockingly he haslaimedthatthe militarydictatorshipn Brazil ZDV "ZRQGHUIXO p

FollowingBolsonarads Marina Silvavitharoundfifteen percent gbopularsupport.Mari-
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STUDENT NEWS

Collected by Alexis Cantor and 1zz

ALEXIS CANTOR § After spending my junior year abroad in Madrid through Skidmore in Spain, | am excited to be bac
on campus for my final year. This semester | am taking U.S. Presidency and Experimental Research, working for the depar
and conducting research for Professor Mann.

AMY ROWLAND  This summer | had the wonderful opportunity to work at my local town hall! | was able to experienc
so many aspects of my town, from conducting radio tests with the police department, to attending meetings with régional n
palities, writing speeches and press releases for the First Selectman, and even helping plan the 4th of July firepedrks. The
ence left me feeling more acquainted with my town, and grateful for having withessed ducictéonielj government.

ANTIGONE SCAPERDAS f 7KLV VXPPHU , GLG FDQYDVLQJ ZRUN IRU -LP -RKQVRQ"
Gubernatorial primaries in June, and spent the rest of the summer working at Tarheel Total Pet Care.

CHLOE SINGER Y This summer | worked for a cryptocurrency exchange company in the Boston area. Though it didn't
have much to do with political science, it helped me understand the professional world, which will definitely help for senior
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JACKSON PRICE | was fortunate to
spend this past summer working as an exec-
utive secretariat intern at the Peace Corps
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OLiviA Cox § Overthe summer |

served as one of the coordinators for

Schenectady Inner City Ministry's Free

Summer Meals Program, the largest

USDA sponsored summer feeding pro-

gram in the capital district. | managed over 30 employees and over 1,000 volunteers, and facilitated the distribstion of al
500 meals daily via our mobile meal trucks and fixed sites. My summer job and studying abroad in Paris have inspired r
write a senior thesis comparing the policies and efficacies of government sponsored school feeding programs in Europ
the United States.

RACHEL MCPHERSON 9  This summer, | went to two conferences as a representative for Turning Point USA. | was
able to hear from President Trump, Vice President Pence, Paul Ryan, Kellyanne Conway, and many more conservative s
ers. | am currently spending my fall semester in Germany, where | was able to see Angela Merkel on her campaign trail
recently found out that | will also be spending my spring semester in Washington, D.C. at American University.

RACHAEL THOMEER Y I spentthe summer interning for NY Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. | got to talk to constituents,

do research, and help with events. It was a valuable personal and educational experience and | really enjoyed the work
semester | will be studying the 2017 Saratoga Springs City Council Election, specifically voter representation and the C|
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After | graduated from
Skidmore, | moved to San
Francisco, CA, for a posi-
tion in the tech industry. |
am currently a Senior Asso-
ciate at GLG, a teeh

15
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TRANSLAFIRGHENITEBSATIONS
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After graduating from Skidmore, | first worked as a paralegal
in a small law firm in New York City. The firm mainly fo-
cused on immigration cases. My duties involved filling visa
and citizenship applications, as well as translating for and
assisting Arabipeaking clientsl received an offer from

the United Nations three month later for an internship as a
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| am currently the Program Coordinator at StolenYouth, a
Seattldbased nowprofit that works to inspire action, gener-
ate funding, and build and invest in coalitions to end child
sex trafficking in WA State. The StolenYouth coalition con-
sists of five organizations that approach this issue from dif-
ferent angles. They provide services for survivors, trainings
for hoteliers about trafficking, curriculum for educating busi-
ness owners and students, technologies that target buyers
and disrupt the sale of children, and a program for rehabili-
tating buyers. My experience as a Political Science major has
continued to influence me after my time at Skidmore. | was
fortunate to have eauthored an academic article with Pro-
fessor Yelena Biberman and am proud to report that
"*HQRFLGDO 9L RBuUHI®@G; Hnd the\WBItR Qf
%DQJODGHVKU ZBs\anSEdamn KeH G L Q
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PL 351B: THE PoLITiIcsS OoF DYSTOPIA : TYRANNY IN 20™ CENTURY LITERATURE
Professor Flagg Taylor

This course is devoted to a close study of portraits of tyranny and unfreedom in twentieth century literature. The totali-
tarian experiments of the twentieth century combined with dramatic advances in technology seemed to spawn new
thinking about what shape future tyrannies might take. Would future political and social experiments bring about dysto-
pian results due to their perverse or merely unrealistic ambitions? Or might our technological capacities allow such po-
litical engineers to succeed all too well? Does human nature place limits on what political and social reformers can ac-
complish? Or might it now be possible to transform and shape human nature itself such that the political and social
orders of the future will be entirely and dramatically new? We will examine these and related questions by reading au-
thors such as George Orwell, Arthur Koestler, Aldous Huxley, C. S. Lewis, Kurt Vonnegut, Walker Percy, and Kazuo
Ishiguro.

PL351B: THE FEDERALIST THE FIGHT FOR RATIFICATION
Professor Natalie Taylor

The Federalisis the essential text for understanding the singular character of the American repub-

lic. On September 17, 1787 the Constitutional Convention concluded its work on the Constitution and
forwarded it to the states for ratificatidm intense national debate on the size and scope of govern-
ment and the nature of the legislative, executive, and judicial powers got untieevdgfense of the

new Constitution offered by James Madison, John Jay, and Alexander HanfiherFederalispro-

vides the theoretical underpinnings of the American governimeaddition to being political theo-

rists, Madison, Jay, and Hamilton were astute politicians. They understood the rhythms and nuances «
the ratification process and responded to thefedigralist arguments against the Constitufibis

course will examine both the philosophical foundations of the new republic and the politics of the Fed-
HUDOLVWV: ILJKW IRU UDWLILFDWLRQ

PL365: DEMOCRATIC EROSION IN THE AGE OF TRUMP
Professor Megan Turnbull

6LQFH 'RQDOG 7UXPS:V HOHFWLRQ ODVW 1RYHPEHU $PHULFDQV KDYH EHHQ LQXQ
new president represents a unique threat to the quality and longevity of democracy in America. Democratic
Erosion is a cross
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Interventions and Post
Conflict Politics

Thought

PL 231: Environmental Politics and F PL 353@)1: Politics of Dystopia: Tyrant PL 357: Sexing Global
20thCentury Literature Politics: Gender and
International Relations

PL 353@02: The FEDERALIST:
The Fight for Ratification

PL 252: The Psychology of Politics

PL 315: Immigration Politics and Poli

PL 336: Voting in the US: Access, Fe
Reform

PL 362: Politics of Congress

PL 367: Political Campaigns & Ameri
Democrddheories and Democracy

D zZ/ E WK>/d/ > /[Ed ZE d/KE KDW Z d/s
WK>/d/ " d, KZz Z > d/KE? WK>/d/ »
PL 225: Politics and News Media PL 205H: Modern Political PL 251B: International PL 223: Political Islam

PL 251A: Race, State and Power

PL 365: Democratic Erosion in the

Age of Trump

PHODO1 Intro to American Politics Suttmédren, Mara
PHODO2 Intro to American Politics Zuber, Katherine
PHLODO1 Intro to Political Philosophy Taylor, Natalie
PE03 001 Intro to Comp/Intl Politics Ocakli, Feryaz
PEL03 002 Intro Comp/Intl Politics Turnbull, Megan
PE205H 001 Modern Political Thought Taylor, Frank
PE225 001 Politics and News Media Mann, Christopher
PE231 001 Environmental Politics and Policy Turner, Robert
PE233 001 Political Islam Ocakli, Feryaz
PE251A 001 Race, State and Power Graney, Katherine
PE251B 001 International InterventioAS@rfddPostTurnbull, Megan
Politics
PE252 001 The Psychology of Politics Seyb, Ronald
PE315 001 Immigration Politics and Policy Turner, Robert
PE336 001 Voting in the US: Access, Fairness MahRe@hristopher
PE351B 001 The Politics of Dystopia: T§r@anyuiydylor, Frank
Literature
PE351B 002 The Federalist: The Fight For Ratifidaidor, Natalie
PE357 001 Sexing Global Politics: Gender and Gitenestidtzherine
Relations
PE362 001 Politics of Congress Suttmdrea, Mara
PE365 001 Democratic Erosion in the Age of Trlanpbull, Megan
PE367 001 Political Campaigns and American Betoctaty Mara

Theories and Realities

MWF 12:20RNI:15PM
TR 6:30PR7:50PM
MWF 10:10A1:05AM
TR 8:10AM:30AM
TR 9:40AML:00AM
W F 12:20PM.:40PM
TR 12:40PN2:00PM
TR 9:40AML1:00AM
TR 11:10A2:30PM
WF 8:40AM0:00AM
TR 3:40PR6:00PM
TR 11:10ANR:30PM
TR 3:40PR6:00PM
TR 9:10AML1:00AM
MW 2:30PRB:50PM
TR 2:10PRB3:30PM
MWF 11:15A2:10PM

MWF 1:25PRt20PM
TR 12:40RK:00PM
WF 10:10AM30PM



