
  

 

FALL 2022 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER 

It hardly seems possible that we are approaching Thanksgiving break.  The warmer temperatures and robust 
slate of events —not to mention the vibrant new colors of the PL department lounge — have made for a lively 
semester.   

We welcomed Professor Lucas Perelló to our department this fall.  He teaches courses in comparative politics 
and international relations with an expertise in Latin American politics.  If you haven’t met him yet, you can get 
to know him a bit in the “Faculty News” 
section of our newsletter.   

It was great to hear from so many alum-
ni.  They are doing a range of interesting 
and rewarding work and they write 
thoughtfully about how their Skidmore 
education prepared them for it.  Please 
take some time to read through their 
reflections.  And, of course, we are 
grateful to Julianna Koch ’06 and Dan 
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 FACULTY NEWS CONTINUED 
 

Finally, I am happy to share that my paper, entitled “The Biotechnology Revolution in Military Affairs,” was 

selected as Andrew W. Marshall Foundation Paper Prize Finalist in New Revolutions in Military Affairs. In 

addition, a paper I co-
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 FACULTY NEWS CONTINUED 
 

Prof. Mann will be on leave starting in January. He will be working with a major foundation on applying research about voter par-

ticipation and voting rights to the foundation's grant making strategy in advance of the 2024 election. While he will miss teaching 

Skidmore students, the opportunity to apply his expertise to the dangers to our democratic republican form of government was 

too important an opportunity to pass up at this critical moment in American politics.    

Prof Lucas Perelló’s research focuses on the emergence and evolution of democracy and party 

systems in Latin America and the Caribbean. This year he has co-authored research articles on parti-

san and ideological attachments in Guatemala (International Area Studies Review), the rise of Nayib 

Bukele in El Salvador (Politics), and reversing competitive authoritarianism in Honduras (Journal of De-

mocracy). Lucas’s work has been accepted or is under advanced review stages in Studies in Comparative 

International Development and the Bulletin of Latin American Research. 

Currently, Lucas is working on research articles examining partisanship in Brazil, Belize, the Domini-

can Republic, Guyana, Panama, and Paraguay. He is also working on a book project focusing on party 

systems in Central America. Lucas recently presented his research at the American Political Science 

Association Annual Meeting & Exhibition (Montreal, Canada) and the Public and Democracy in the 

Americas Conference (Antigua, Guatemala). 

Lucas is a big fan of science books. He has become obsessed with dinosaurs (the influence of his 6-

year-old nephew, who loves Jurassic Park). Lucas is reading The Monster’s Bones: The Discovery of T. Rex and How It Shook Our 

World (2022) by David K. Randall. He recently read The Last Days of the Dinosaurs (2022) by Riley Black. During the summer, Lucas 

read The Rise and Reign of the Mammals (2022) by Steve Brusatte, who also wrote The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs (2018). Lucas 

also read The Hunt for Vulcan (2015) by Thomas Levenson, When We Cease to Understand the World (2020) by Benjamín Labatut, 

and Inglorious Empire: what the British did to India (2017) by Shashi Tharoor. The next book on his shelf is Fresh Banana Leaves (2022) 

by Jessica Hernández. 

The most recent television shows that Lucas watched are Indian Matchmaking, Modern Family, and Is it Cake? Documentaries, how-

ever, are his favorite. He recommends Life and Debt (2001) by Stephanie Black and Concerning Violence (2014) by Göran Olsson. 

 

Prof Ron Seyb shares two photos 

of Robbie, his canine-BFF, one with 

Robbie at rest and the other  

rambunctious Robbie.  Can you spot 

the difference? 

 

Also, he has happily offered streaming 

recommendations for our majors 

(who are all “Major Major"):  

The Boleyns:  A Scandalous Family (Amazon Prime Video) A… well, scandalous tale of a 
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 FACULTY NEWS CONTINUED 
 

Lost Illusions (Amazon Prime Video) I have a well-earned reputation as a provincial.  This French adaptation of the Balzac novel of 

https://enduringinterest.podbean.com/e/marc-conner-and-lucas-moral-on-ralph-ellison-s-the-little-man-at-chehaw-station-and-what-america-would-be-like-without-blacks/
https://enduringinterest.podbean.com/e/marc-conner-and-lucas-moral-on-ralph-ellison-s-the-little-man-at-chehaw-station-and-what-america-would-be-like-without-blacks/
https://freebeacon.com/culture/the-courage-to-counter-castro/
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AFTER DOBBS
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JULIANNA KOCH ‘06 RETURNS TO LADD HALL 
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COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 
MILITARY IN DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRACY IN THE MILITARY  

When coming to Skidmore, I wasn’t expecting the alienation I felt. To explain, my background is of a mili-

tary dependent and a former Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) cadet. This gave me deep insider 

knowledge of the military community. Coming to a liberal arts college, where many people aren’t too fond 

of the military due to various stereotypes and the stigma surrounding it, was a big adjustment for me. 

Some people did not understand my hardships as a military dependent who had lived overseas. I was even 

called a “war criminal” for wearing the uniform that my father wore to work, my friend’s parents passed 
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SUMMER COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/56F7lIhcM7DCzPHL9YEx6j?si=a42dc7f085694da3
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STUDENT NEWS: HOW WAS YOUR 
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How do you feel to be back on campus? 
What are you excited for this year?  
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http://skidmorenews.com/
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What's currently catching your attention in the 

world of politics?  What's missing from  

current discourse? 

It's kinda old at this point but I've been following the aftermath of 

the Dobbs decision really closely. It was an absolutely heartbreak-

ing decision but the amazing organizing and protests that have 

come out of it have been inspiring. 

 

...Puerto Rico being hit by Hurricane Fiona is not receiving nearly 

the attention it should, considering Puerto Rico's status as a terri-

tory of the US… 

 

Many Skidmore students, including myself, have been very vocal in 

their displeasure with some of the Supreme Court's recent deci-

sions. We should talk more about how to use state and local poli-

tics as a mechanism of protecting certain rights on a locality-by-

locality, city-by-city, and/or state-by-state basis. 

 

The protests in Iran and ongoing occupation of Palestine are con-

sistently on my political radar. Studying Western perspectives on 

these issues reminds me of the agency Middle Eastern countries 

have on their own political fates, and how these perspectives are 

often excluded in an effort to frame these issues as unsolvable. 

 

More emphasis should be placed on food insecurity, specifically at 

the state and local levels. California recently passed a bill that pro-

vides free school lunches for all students in public schools. This is a 

great step in the right direction, but they are the first and only 

state to create an all-inclusive bill like this that does not require 

any further sign-ups or payment. 

 

It’s important to continue discussing the war in Ukraine to show 

support for the Ukrainian people. 

 

War, its consequences for human life everywhere, and how it is 

that we still find ourselves fighting it all over the world 

 

Russian politics 

 

Perspective on the War in Ukraine (the way it affects both Russian 

citizens AND Ukrainian citizens). 

 

The Russian-Ukrainian war appears to have changed the landscape 

of Europe and challenged American foreign policy. I think the US 

and European allies are acting in concert on the surface level, but 

there is no full consensus. Who destroyed Nord Stream II? U.S? 

Europe? Russia? or someone else? My personal guess is the US, but 

I'm reluctant to make more unsubstantiated speculations. 

I think that Russia/Ukraine is catching everyone's attention and I 

won't try to lie and exclude myself from that. It's the most visible 

violence as of now and it's hard to look away. 

 

A trend I find encouraging is this newfound questioning of neolib-

eralism. For too long, since the ‘90s, neoliberalism has been the 

water we swim in. 

 

OPEC+ alliance announced that it will cut oil production by 2 mil-

lion barrels a day, which will have future implications, especially 

within the economy 

 

The Ukraine-Russia war and the imminent Chinese invasion of 

Taiwan has definitely caught my eye. I do think we should learn 

more about Chinese aggression and expansionism since we never 

hear about it. 

 

The midterms are the most pressing thing in the American political 

sphere I feel. I'm interested to see how certain states vote having 

seen two years of a Biden administration and how different con-

gress will look after the election. I can't say that I have high hopes 
for the outcome, but such is the case with most aspects of Ameri-

can politics. 

 

I’m currently watching the Brazilian election very closely. There 

does not seem to be a lot of attention on it (at least amongst 

where I get my news from) but it seems like it will be hugely con-

sequential. 

 

Election deniers on November's ballot! 

 

The ongoing women's rights protests in Iran are what has caught 

my attention in world politics right now. I would want to see more 

discussion on the themes of bodily autonomy and the protection 

of basic human rights as outlined in the United Nations. 

 

The Russia-
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 STUDENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PODCASTS, 

BOOKS AND STREAMING 

Podcasts 

Betches SUP “does a great job mixing serious policy stuff and interviews with experts with fun pop culture stuff in a way that 

makes it super fun and approachable. I think it’s a nice thing to listen to in the morning and just hear what's going on in the 

world.” 

For those interested in philosophy, I recommend a podcast called Why Theory hosted by Todd McGowan and Ryan Engley. 

Mindscape and Breaking Points with Saagar Enjeti and Krystal Ball “offers a unique, and often more balanced perspective than 

the typical news outlets.” 

The Problem with Jon Stewart 

Young Turks 

The ReidOut with Joy Reid 

           Social Media 

The Daily Show “Trevor Noah is super funny and his commentary on what's going on in the world makes me laugh and then go 

‘huh, that is really true’ every time I watch their videos.” 

Hasan Piker on Twitch - “a political commentator who covers a lot of popular media as well as current events.” 

Last Week Tonight with John Oliver 
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Life is what you make of it. Accept all challeng-

es head on and chase your dreams. Set goals 

and fight for them. Trust in yourself and that 

Skidmore prepared you for anything that 

comes your way. Life will be good for you. —

Rob Resnick ‘88 

 

Enjoy every second; you'll never have that 

much free time and bottomless support to 

think about stuff and do what interests you. 

Also, I'm sorry, but Esperanto's is bad. You'll 

agree with me once your palette develops. —

Case Button ‘06
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NEW YORK POLITICS AND LAW Megan Schachter ‘17 

What year did you graduate? Where do you live now? - I graduated in 2018 and I currently live in 

Lebanon, NH.  

What are you up to now? After working in New Hampshire politics for three years to recruit, 

train, and support candidates running for New Hampshire's 400-member State House of Repre-

sentatives, I recently transitioned out of campaign work in favor of more stability. I'm now work-

ing at Dartmouth College doing public health research into COVID-19 vaccine confidence. 

What do you like about your current job?  The work is interesting and I'm learning a lot about 

public health, health care, and research trials. I really like the people working on the study team 

too. Coming from a political campaign background, one of my favorite things about this job is the stability and reasonable working hours! I've 

been able to take art classes, join community groups, and volunteer (including political volunteering with a group that helps young people run for 

office in NH).  

How did the Political Science major prepare you for your current path?  The hands-on classes, especially US Presidency and Campaigns & 

Elections, my internship and thesis work provided a helpful background for my previous campaign jobs. Now that I'm doing research again for the 
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What year did you graduate? Where do you live now?  I graduated from Skidmore 

in 2017. I now live in Dayton, Ohio. 

What are you up to now? I graduated from law school this past May and am clerk-

ing for a federal judge in the Southern District of Ohio for one year. I began just over 

a month ago and still have a lot to learn, but I’m loving it so far.  

What do you like about your current job?  Working for a judge provides a valuable 

and unique perspective on how to be an effective litigator. Plus, there are so many 

different types of cases and the variety makes every day different, challenging, and 

exciting. 

How did the Political Science major prepare you for your current path?  The political science department inspired my inter-

est in public service, and the professors always pushed us to think critically and creatively. That has been essential everywhere I’ve 

gone.  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1127747/
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PL 251A: Comparative Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements 

This course provides an introduction to revolutions and revolutionary movements worldwide. We will try to answer the following ambitious 
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PL 251D: Free and Civil Speech  Americans today live in a time of deep political polarization, cultural tribalism, and self-

segregation. Those with whom we have deep disagreements, assuming we interact with them at all, are often viewed as not just wrong but as 

irrational, immoral, even contemptible. What are the causes and costs of these trends? What remedies might exist? Are there habits of mind 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/56F7lIhcM7DCzPHL9YEx6j?si=a42dc7f085694da3
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SPRING 2023 — WHAT COUNTS FOR WHAT? 

SPRING 2023 POLITICAL SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS  

PL-101 001 Intro to American Politics 

Ԁolitics


