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Prague: The Tragedies and Triumphs of a City and Its People is a 1-credit, 
300-level travel seminar (TX 301) that will take students to Prague, Czech  
Republic, from May 19 to 29, 2014. It is the companion course to GO 326 
Coasts of Bohemia: The Politics and History of the Czech Lands and People.

As cultural historian Richard Burton argues, “No European city’s intellectual 
and artistic life—not even Paris’—has been so thoroughly political as that 
of Prague, and not just under Communism, but from the very birth of the 
so-called Czech national revival in the early nineteenth century.” The city 
offers itself as a witness to the trials and tribulations of the Czech people 
over many centuries. 

Our stay in Prague will accentuate and deepen the knowledge gained 
during the required semester-long companion course, GO 326 Coasts of 
Bohemia: The Politics and History of the Czech Lands and People. We will 
visit historic sites such as the Prague Castle and the National Museum to 
grapple with questions of Czech national identity and to witness the rich 
and diverse cultural streams of the city—you will see memorials and build-
ings from every one of the periods of Czech history. We will also attend 
the theater and the opera, and absorb the city’s rich architectural heritage.
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We will also immerse ourselves in Prague’s turbulent 20th century—particularly its experience 
under Nazism and communism. We will visit Terezin, the site of a Nazi concentration camp just 
north of Prague, the headquarters of Radio Free Europe, and the Institute for the Study of 






