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START: You are conducting 
human participant research

 Participant 
population includes 

prisoners?

Prisoners your study 
population?

Not eligible for 
exemption

Is Your Human Participant Research Eligible for Exemption?

Collecting data 
or biomaterials for 

research via interaction 
or intervention?

ONLY using 
identifiable

 data or biospecimens from 
living individuals for 

secondary 
research?

No

Yes Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Storing, 
maintaining or using
 previously collected 
identifiable data or 
biospecimens for  

 research?

No

Yes

Go to 
Category 1

Go to 
Category 4

Go to 
Categories 

7 & 8*

NOTE:
1. Researchers may not make a self-determination of exemption from IRB review. All research with human subjects must be 
reviewed by the �^�l�]���u�}�Œ�����/�Z����and either granted an Exemption or Approval before study procedures may begin.
2. In order for the research to be eligible for exemption, 

* Skidmore does not currently
   apply Categories 7 & 8



Exemption Decision Charts For General Guidance 

�^�l�]���u�}�Œ�������}�o�o���P�� Institutional Review Board 2 

Educational practices: Does Exemption 1 apply? [45 CFR 46.104(d)(1)]

Research 
conducted in normal 

educational
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