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the hand and mind and this application of theory to practice continues to undergird the mission of the institution and the Education 
Studies department.   

 
Education Studies Department Mission Statement   

The Department of Education Studies’ content core and pedagogy build upon the knowledge base and core abilities gained 
from studies in the liberal arts and sciences. Education Studies majors and minors are prepared to enter careers in education 
and/or to continue on to graduate studies. The department is centered on developing pedagogical knowledge, teaching students to 
integrate and apply content knowledge from their liberal arts experience and enhancing professional dispositions.  

  The department’s mission is to develop competent, knowledgeable, and reflective educators, who are capable of 
meeting the diverse learning and developmental needs of students within varied learning contexts. The department strives to 
expose students to the foundations and social context of education in the hope that as future educators they will work to create 
social justice. Education Studies graduates will be able to teach the relevant learning standards, to think through complex 
educational situations, to make effective teaching decisions, and to communicate ideas to students, colleagues, parents, and 
concerned citizens.  

  Premised on a constructivist approach to teaching and learning, faculty in the Department of Education Studies prepare 
students for initial childhood certification (grades 1-6) in New York State. Constructivism is based upon cognitive learning theories 
that emphasize the importance of intrinsic motivation and individual learning styles in the construction of knowledge in a classroom 
culture that is driven by student interests or curiosities and focused on social collaboration and cooperative learning. Students are 
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(‘C’ or better) of the foundational coursework, a statement of interest, a self-assessment of professional dispositions, and an 
agreement to adhere to the program’s ethical and professional standards.   

  Once accepted to the certification program, candidates complete the pedagogical coursework (ED233 Emergent Literacy, 
ED334 Integrated Curriculum and Instruction, ED335 Teaching Reading in the Elementary School, ED336 Teaching Elementary 
Mathematics, ED338 Teaching Elementary Science). The first of these courses (ED233) includes a 2-hour/week placement in our 
Early Childhood Center (ECC) under the guidance of the mentor teachers in this laboratory school. Two courses (ED335 and 
ED336) are taken concurrently with a 2-day/week placement in local elementary schools under the guidance of cooperating 
teachers and a college supervisor.  

  Candidates who successfully complete the foundational coursework and the pedagogical core progress to student teaching 
(ED349 Elementary Education Student Teaching Seminar and ED350 Elementary Education Student Teaching). Starting with the 
Class of 2022, candidates complete a semester-long student teaching placement. To ensure both upper and lower elementary 
experiences are represented, candidates are placed in one area for their junior internship and the other for student teaching. 
Candidates are paired with a cooperating teacher in a local school and are supported by weekly observations and meetings with a 
college supervisor. 
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E. Summary of state license examination results, including teacher performance assessments, and specification of any 
examinations on which the pass rate (cumulative at time of reporting) was below 80%. 

Test Score Data for AAQEP Annual Report 

	
Test 
number 

Test name Cohort 
2022 taken 

Cohort 
2022 
passed 

Cohort 
2023 taken 

Cohort 
2023 
passed
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assessment of and for learning. 100% 0% 
teaching English Language Learners. 100% 0% 
creating supportive and engaging learning environments. 100% 0% 
teaching students with special needs. 100% 0% 
teaching students from diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds. 100% 0% 
for teaching students from economically disadvantaged families. 67% 33% 
engaging families and communities. 100% 0% 
collaborating with colleagues. 80% 20% 
engaging in self-assessment, reflection on your teaching, and 
professional goal setting. 

100% 0% 

promoting global perspectives among my 
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4. Candidate Academic Performance Indicators 

Tables 3 and 4 report on select measures of candidate/completer performance related to AAQEP Standards 1 and 2, including the 
program’s expectations for successful performance and indicators of the degree to which those expectations are met.  

Table 3. Expectations and Performance on Standard 1: Candidate and Completer Performance 

Provider-Selected Measures Explanation of Performance 

Expectation 

Level or Extent of Success in Meeting 

the Expectation 

Student Teaching Observation Tool 
(STET) 

Based on the STET ratings of college 
supervisors and cooperating teachers, it 
is our expectation that 75% of these 
ratings will meet the applying (3) criteria 
for each of the STET items by the end of 
the student teaching semester. This 
analysis is done at the cohort level for the 
purpose of ongoing program 
improvement. 

Expectation is met by the Class of 2025 
cohort in student teaching in fall 2024.  

Early Childhood Center Evaluation Rubric Giving the timing of the rubric’s use in 
conjunction with students’ enrollment in 
ED233 Emergent Literacy, the mid-point 
evaluation is used in the application to the 
certification program. At this stage, 
candidates are expected to scores at the 
developing level or above on 75% of 
items.  

Expectation is met by the Class of 2026 at 
the point of admission to the certification 
program in fall 2024.  

Disposition Assessment It is expected that candidates 
demonstrate developing or above on at 
least 75% of the items upon admission to 
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5. Notes on Progress, Accomplishment, and Innovation 

This section describes program accomplishments, efforts, and innovations (strengths and outcomes) to address challenges and 
priorities over the past year.  

In 2023-24, we welcomed a new Field Placement Coordinator/Certification Officer to the department. Under her guidance, the 
student teaching cohort (Class of 2024) completed the new student teaching portfolio for the second year. This portfolio was 
developed based on the department’s Student Teaching Evaluation Tool (STET) to replace the edTPA, due to a NYS regulation 
change. 100% of student teachers completed the portfolio and met department expectations to pass student teaching and be 
recommended for certification. In addition, we included feedback from our K-12 partners in the process. As part of our annual 


