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ACADEMIC FESTIVAL



 

Mary C. Lynn 
Professor Lynn wrote and read the honorary 

degree citation for Sue Thomas, longtime 

and much appreciated member of the Board 

of Trustees at Skidmore's graduation  on 

May 19. Sue Thomas is rumored to have 

sung her three children to sleep by singing a 

lullaby based on the Alma Mater, and  

Professor Lynn was able to track the rumor 

down and interview all three children , now 

twenty-something's, who asserted that yes, their mom had sung them to sleep with the Skidmore 
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AM 376G:  MAGAZINES AND MODERNITY 

Janet Casey 

 

The number and variety of American magazines 

exploded in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries, leading historians to call this era the 

“golden age” of periodical development. This 

course will introduce you to this wealth of primary 

material and to the theoretical concerns of scholars 

who study the roles of magazines in reflecting and 

creating modern culture. We will read magazines as 

cultural documents in order to explore the rise of 

modern advertising; the shaping of gendered, 

classed, and racialized readerships; and the popular 

advancement, and occasional subversion, of domi-

nant ideological perspectives (of nation, of domes-

ticity, of labor, of consumption). We will also con-

sider the enormous influence of certain turn-of-the-

century editors and their business policies, includ-

ing the sophisticated relations they created among 

internal magazine elements so as to streamline their 

cultural messages. In addition to substantial theo-

retical and historical reading and regular short re-

search and writing assignments, each student will 

be responsible for a major semester-long project 

that will involve intensive study of a period maga-

zine in the Scribner collection.  

AM 376E Disorderly Women 
Beck Krefting 
         

 

 
 
 
Disorderly women focuses on some of the women who 
have been characterized by the larger society as unruly, 
disruptive, radical, militant, unfeminine—just generally 
“disorderly.” Why certain women have been perceived 
as disorderly is reflective of the society in which they 
lived. We will examine types of women considered dis-
orderly as well as the experiences of specific so-called 
disorderly women in the nineteenth and twentieth-
century United States. Some of the questions we will 
consider are: What defines women as “disorderly” in 
specific time and place; in what ways do some women 
deviate from the roles and behavior expected of all 





Daniel Nathan 
 

My tenth year at Skidmore was one of my busiest. After a productive, in-

teresting summer teaching a five-week class for Advanced Studies in Eng-

land (ASE) in lovely Bath, my family and I arrived in London in early  

August. We spent a week there, and then visited Finland (Helsinki and 

Tampere, where our son Ben was born in 2002), and then came back to the 

U.K., where we spent time in Bath and Cornwall, before settling in north 

London for the semester. Co-Directing the Skidmore First-Year Experience 

London Program with colleague and friend Pat Oles was a super experience, extremely gratifying. My 

Scribner Seminar was about the ways in which the British past has been represented in feature films. 

In addition to studying films such as Hope and Glory, The Queen, and Braveheart, we also took field 

trips to the British Film Institute, the Tower of London, and Windsor Castle. Pat and I also led a 

weekend-long field trip with about 20 students to Edinburgh, Scotland, which included visiting the 

National Wallace Monument in Stirling. As in the past, the course yielded some first-rate final papers, 

one of which, written by Eleanor Wood, won a Candace Carlucci Backus ‟66 FYE Prize. In the fall, I 

also gave two lectures in London, one at the British Society of Sport History conference and the other 

at The Institute of Historical Research, which is part of the University of London. My family and I 

came home in late December, happy to be back but missing our life in London, which was full of ad-

venture and exploration. This past semester, I taught three classes and Chaired the department. That 

kept me busy. At the same time, I served my first year as the President-Elect of the North American 

Society for Sport History (NASSH). My main duty in that position was to organize the 2012 NASSH 


