American Studies

At long last, spring has sprung here in Saratoga
Springs. | was getting worried that we were going to
complete the 2014-15 academic year without experi-
encing warmth, green grass, and leaves on the trees.
But as always, Mother Nature delivered. So, too, did
the American Studies faculty and students, who worked
together to have another good, strong, productive year.

You will be unsurprised to learn that the American Stud-
ies faculty offered a wide range of interesting, crea-
tive, rigorous classes. The following is a partial list.
Greg Pfitzer was his usual brilliant self in the classroom,
teaching Senior Seminar in the fall and his class on the
1960s in the spring. Skidmore alum and Visiting Assis-
iIDQN 3URIHWRU OHJIDQ = LOLDPV %HFN .UHIILQJ-V VDEEDIL
cal replacement) taught her popular and innovative ver-
sion of AM 103 on and several sec-
tions of Jazz, Race, and Gender. Skidmore newcomer
Jacque Micieli-Voutsinas, also a Visiting Assistant Pro-
fessor, taught a much-needed course on Museum Stud-
ies, as well as one on America Post-September 11. Ac-
tually, she taught two versions of the America Post-
September 11 class. One of them was team taught with
Visiting Assistant Professor David Kieran (who has an
American Studies PhD) of the History Department. This
past semester, | offered a new class titled Reel Sport,
which was about sports films. Collectively, there was a
whole lot of learning going on in these classes.

Of course, learning occurs in other places, too: in Skid-
more lecture halls and on field trips, for example. In
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September, we brought the distinguished historian
Allan Winkler to campus to give a lecture on Pete
6HHJIHU ZKLFK LQFIXGHG V1QJIQJ DIRQJ IR = LQNOHU-V
guitar) and to speak with our Senior Seminar stu-
dents on strategies for completing their theses. In
April, American Studies hosted the biennial Kuroda
Symposium in Early American Politics and Culture.
7KLV \HDU-V . XURGD (HFIXUH ZDV JLYHQ E\ 9LQFHQI
Brown, who is the Charles Warren Professor of
History, Professor of African and African American
Studies, and Director of the History Design Studio
at Harvard University. 3URIHWRU %URZQ-V IHFIXUH
was titled “ *HWLJIQLQJ +LVIRULHV RI 60DYHU\ IRU IIKH
$JIH RI IKH *DIDEDVHU DQG FRQUGHUHG ZD\V

in which multimedia scholarship invites reconsidera-
tion of how history has been, could be, and should
be represented. It was a terrific lecture. Brown
was equally impressive the next morning in the
Pohndorff Reading Room when he responded to
the work of students from the American Studies,
Government, and History departments. He treated
the students and their work with respect and also
pushed them to consider some tough questions.

The lone American Studies representative that sun-
Q\ PRUQLQJ ZDV /L] 6IHSDNRIT - DQ (QJIVK PD
jor on loan to American Studies. Part of her ambi-
IRXV (QJOVK +RQRW 7KHWLV /L]-V SDSHU ZDV DERXI
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(1895) and why it has become a preferred, argu-
ably dominant narrative about the Civil War. Her






Fall Courses 2015

AM 103 The
American
City

Professor Amber

Wiley

Tu Th, 2:10-3:30

Credits: 4

Introduction to

the interdisciplinary study of American cul-
ture, past and present. Emphasizes reading
critically, thinking historically, practicing in-
terdisciplinarity, and acknowledging diversi-
ty. Students will analyze and synthesize mul-
tiple kinds of primary sources (such as fic-
tion, film, music, art) and disciplinary per-
spectives (sociology, economics, media criti-
cism) to appreciate better the complexity of
American life and culture. Note(s): (Fulfills
social science requirement.)

AM 103 002 Intro.: Wizard of OZ

Professor Megan Williams

M/W 4:00-5:20

Credits: 4

This course is an interdisciplinary and intersection-
al analysis of The Wizard of Oz as an American
myth, meant to introduce students to the study of
American culture, past and present. Beginning
with L. Frank Baum’s turn-of-the-century feminist
fairytale, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, students
will analyze the ways cultural producers and audi-
ences have used The Wizard of Oz myth to negoti-
ate issues of gender, race, class, sexuality, and abil-
ity during periods of social change and backlash.
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AM 103W
A Humorous
(Dis)Course

Professor Beck Krefting

Tu Th, 12:40-2:00

Credits: 4

In this course we will

use comedic cultural

forms to think critically

about American culture and to explore key moments
and transitions in American history. As burgeoning
Americanists, we will examine the history of comedy
as the history of the United States—that comedy re-



AM 260C 001 African Experience

Professor Amber Wiley

MW, 2:30-3:50

Credits: 3

A study of the African-American experience, 1860s—
1980s. Using both primary and secondary source materi-
al, the course examines the critical issues and period rele-
vant to the African-American struggle toward freedom
and equality. Topics include slavery, emancipation, and
Reconstruction; the woman’s era; the age of Jim Crow
and the new Negro; the civil rights movement; and the
post-reform period. Sources include narratives, docu-
ments, photographs, and films.

Note(s): (Designated a Cultural Diversity course; ful-
fills social sciences requirement.

AM 332 001 Global Perspectives of
United States

Professor Daniel Nathan
WE, 8:40-10:00
Credits: 4

U.S,, its citizens and culture. Employing an interdiscipli-
nary methodology, student will consider how the U.S.
appeared to Europeans in the eighteenth century and how
others since then have made sense of this country, with an
emphasis on the twentieth century and the post-9/11 cul-
tural moment. Students will examine themes including
the preferred national narrative of the U.S. as a place of
freedom, opportunity, democracy, and multicultural plu-
ralism; and different forms of anti-Americanism.
Note(s): 300-level courses in American Studies are not
ordinarily open to first-year students except by permis-
sion of the instructor. (Designated a Cultural Diversity






Chairs Letter continued:

Skidmore students also took to the road on field trips. | took my first-year Scribner Seminar students, David
Kieran, and Jacque and some of her AM 103 students to New York City in November to visit the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial & Museum. It was a cold, rainy day and a powerful educational experience for everyone.
Having Jacque there was great, as she is a bona fide expert on 9/11 and collective memory and has worked at
the 9/11 Museum. Greg Pfitzer also took his students on myriad field trips (for a list of them, see p. 10).

Another valuable out-of-the-classroom experience for our students was the Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gal-
lery exhibit, Hope and Anger: The Civil Rights Movement and Beyond, that Megan Williams and her students (and
Rachel Seligman of the Tang) helped curate (see p. 6 for more on this). Kudos to Megan for taking the initiative to
make this public history event happen. The opening night in December was full of energy and excitement. Speak-
ing of Megan, | have to share that in January she was quoted in , due to her

expertise.


http://www.sah.org/publications-and-research/sah-blog
http://www.sah.org/publications-and-research/sah-blog

Faculty Megan Williams

This year, | taught AM 103 - Introduction to American Studies, in which we analyzed The Wizard of Oz narrative
as an evolving American myth; AM 236 - Jazz, Race, and Gender, in which we studied the intersections of race
and gender in twentieth-century jazz culture; AM 260A - Race, Gender, Sexuality, and the Civil Rights Move-
ment, in which we used an intersectional feminist lens to explore important themes shaping the struggle for
black freedom; and AM 360D - World War I, in which we studied home-front popular culture, American identi-
ty, and the fight for against fascism abroad and discrimination at home.

During the fall semester, | had the pleasure of co-curating an exhibition, titled “Hope and Anger: The Civil Rights
Movement and Beyond,” at the Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery with Rachel Seligman, Assistant Director



Brooks
Robinson

| decided to be

any American

Studies

major after taking

Professor Lynn's

New England Be-

gins course. It

was the perfect combination of my other
English and History courses. After gradua-
tion I'll be going back to Boston to work in
the legal field and then applying to law
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This year was my (lucky) thirteenth at Skidmore. It went well and remarka-
bly fast. The fastest year ever, | think.

In the fall, in addition to serving as Chair, | taught two courses, oldies but
goodies: American Sport/American Culture (AM 234) and my Scribner
Seminar about American memories. In the American Memories class, one of
my first-year students, Anna Reeves, won a Candace Carlucci Backus 66
FYE Prize “in recognition of exceptional scholarly or artistic achievement in
the fall’s Scribner Seminars.” Anna’s essay, “The Land Sings Its Memory,”






Hide-ho AMsters! Having spent the last year on sabbatical,
I am happy to report that | am actually up to date on my
current events and popular culture. | caught up on Game of
Thrones and discovered Homeland and BBC’s The Fall, not
to mention all the good comedy specials | was finally able
to watch. | didn’t spend the entirety of my sabbatical in
front of the boob tube, though it was tempting to do so. This
year was mainly devoted to advancing my research on two
very different book projects: one on preppers (folks antici-
pating a variety of disasters both small and large-scale) and
the other examining the impact of social media on the com-
edy industry. The big news for me is that my first book was published, becoming available for purchase last July! You
can get your copy of All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents on Amazon or Johns Hopkins University
Press.

Last summer, | had the distinct pleasure of working with Becca Baruc (Class of 2015 and this year’s winner of the
American Studies Faculty Award) in the Summer Faculty/Student Research Program. Together we conducted interviews
with industry executives, comedy club owners, comic writers/actors, and digital media experts in New York City, Los
Angeles and over Skype. We presented our findings to an inquisitive and welcoming audience at the American Humor
Studies Association/Mark Twain Circle of America Quadrennial Conference in New Orleans, in December. Our work
yielded immensely helpful data for my book project as well as a co-authored journal article titled: “A New Economy of
Jokes?: #Socialmedia #Comedy,” which has been accepted for publication in Routledge’s Comedy Studies Journal (fall/
winter issue, forthcoming).

In the early fall, I studied all things Margaret Cho, who embodies much of what | enjoy about comedy: social conscious-
ness paired with a dirty, dirty mind. The sum of these labors yielded a chapter for the edited collection Hysterical!
Women in American Comedy (University of Texas Press, forthcoming). In November, just when it was starting to get
cold here in Saratoga Springs, | hightailed it to sunny San Juan, Puerto Rico, where | attended the National Women’s
Studies Association and moderated a panel on women and comedy. The panelists were mainly graduate students dipping
their toes in these proverbial waters, so it was fun to see new research and interesting approaches to gender and humor
studies.

Lucky me, | was awarded a Research Initiative Grant from Skidmore, which helped to fund research related to my book
project on preppers, tentatively titled: Prepper Nation: Adapting to Potential Futures



AMERICAN STUDIES EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS
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Liz Stepakoff, Jacque Micieli-Voutsinas, and
Greg Pfitzer at the St. John Fisher College
American Studies undergraduate conference
in March

End of year celebration with our American Studies majors
and faculty!

One of our many events hosted by
American Studies
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