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AM 103 001 

Intro: Wizard 

of Oz  

An interdisciplinary 

analysis of The Wiz-

ard of Oz, this course 

will examine the nu-

merous adaptations of L. Frank Baum’s classic tale to 

introduce students to the study of American culture, 

past and present. Students will read critically, think his-

torically, practice interdisciplinarity, and acknowledge 

the intersections of race, class, and gender in order to 

analyze the ways that The Wizard of Oz, in its many 

versions, has reflected and shaped American culture. 

Students will consider primary and secondary sources 

that explore Oz through a range of media (fiction, film, 

theater, television, and music) and from a variety of 

disciplinary perspectives. In addition to reading Baum’s 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900), students will con-

sider MGM’s The Wizard of Oz (1939); the “super soul” 

Broadway musical, The Wiz (1975), and its 1978 film 

adaptation; Pink Floyd’s TheDark Side of the Moon 

(1973); Gregory Maguire’s Wicked (1996); Stephen 

Schwartz’s 2003 Broadway musical version of the 

Maguire novel; ABC television’s The Muppets’ Wizard 

of Oz (2005); and the television mini-series Tin Man 

(2007).      M. Williams,   4 credits 

 

AM 103W 001 Intro. to 

American Studies  

This class will introduce the 

field of American Studies, 

using an interdisciplinary 

analysis of the concepts of Culture, (Sub)culture and 

material culture in America. This class will explore the 

complexity and diversity of American life through the 

use of various case studies such as: toys (Barbies), sonic 

devices (walkman/iPods), body modification (tattoos, 

hair styles), fashion, car culture (hot-rods/lowriders), 

and the process of collecting. The final project for this 

class will analyze American youth culture as it applies 

to the study of college student realities (e.g. Skaters, 

Punks, Emos, Fraternities/Sororities, hipster etc.).   

(Fulfills social science requirement.)     

TBD  4 credits 

 

AM 201L 001 American Identities: Pre 1870s with 

workshop 

A study of the changing ways Americans have defined 

themselves, from colonization to the mid-nineteenth centu-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AM 260A 001 Civil Rights in the Twentieth-

Century United States  

 



 

 

 

I thought you'd be interested in seeing an American Studies degree in action, and had to share my  

latest project! 

I'm not sure if I mentioned it, but about a year and a half ago, I began writing a music and culture  

column for the Huffington Post, which has garnered a fun little following.  

Back in June, I wrote a column about my experience with the Grateful Dead - a band that I came to 

love as a child and that has had a profound and lasting impact on my life and how I view the world.  

In response to that article, a number of people began emailing me their stories of how the band  

affected their lives. The stories were hilarious, touching, sometimes sad, but always very beautiful 

and personal. I thought that there should be - and could be - a way to capture these stories and the 

http://www.endlesstourproject.com/


Professor Mary C. Lynn Retires 



Mackenzie (Mack) Lacy 

 
How 4 years at Skidmore impacted 
my life: 
 
Not only academically, but in  
every aspect of my time here, being 
at Skidmore has taught me how to 
think. That may seem like a simple 
or maybe even pretentious state-

ment, but I really think its true and it has been invalu-
ab
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          Jung-hee  Schwartz   

American Studies allowed me to                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
explore a range of academic  
interests because of its                                   
interdisciplinary freedom.  I fell  
in love with the faculty and                                     
department and they have helped  
me grow professionally, person- 
ally and academically. I am so   
grateful to the members of my class 
for engaging me in provocative and 
stimulating conversation. They 



the 



Matthew Schonfeld  



I have been on a full-year sabbatical this year, and therefore I have little to report that 
relates to my teaching or service in the department. Most of my time this year has 
been spent in my book-lined study at home or in my office away from Skidmore³
3DQHUD·V�EDNHU\��,�GLG�PDNH�DQ�DSSHDUDQFH�DW�WKH�DQQXDO�GHSDUWPHQWDO�ERZOLQJ�HYHQW��
but my arthritic knee did not allow me to do much to help my fellow faculty mem-
bers. I did have a total knee replacement in January, however, and I vow to be back 
QH[W�\HDU�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�IDFXOW\·V�UHSXWDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODQHV��� 
 
While I have missed being in the classroom, I have enjoyed the opportunity the sab-
batical afforded me to focus on my scholarship. I spent much of my sabbatical com-
pleting my book project, History Repeating Itself: The Republication of Children’s Historical 
Literature and the Christian Right, which deals with the ways in which antiquated history 

books have found a new life among homeschoolers. The advertising release from the University of Massachusetts 
3UHVV�VD\V��´5HFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHUV�RQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�5LJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSULQWLQJ�QLQHWHHQWK-FHQWXU\�FKLOGUHQ·V�KLVWRU\�
ERRNV�DQG�PDUNHWLQJ�WKHP�WR�SDUHQWV�DV�¶DQFKRU�WH[WV·�IRU�KRPHVFKRRO�LQVWUXFWLRQ��:K\��*UHJRU\�0��3ILW]HU�DVNV��
would books written more than 150 years ago be presumed suitable for educating twenty-first-century children? 
The answer, he proposes, is that promoters of these recycled works believe that history as a discipline took a 
wrong turn in the early twentieth century, when progressive educators introduced social studies methodologies 
into public school history classrooms, foisting upon unsuspecting and vulnerable children ideologically distorted 
history books. In History Repeating Itself, Pfitzer tests these assertions by scrutinizing and contextualizing the original 
nineteenth-century texts on which these republications are based. He focuses on how the writers borrowed from 
one another to produce works that were similar in many ways yet differed markedly in terms of pedagogical strate-
gy and philosophy of history. Pfitzer demonstrates that far from being non-ideological, these works were rooted in 
intense contemporary debates over changing conceptions of childhood. Pfitzer argues that the repurposing of anti-
quated texts reveals a misplaced resistance to the idea of a contested past. He also raises essential philosophical 
TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�KRZ�DQG�ZK\�FXUULFXODU�GHFLVLRQV�DUH�VKDSHG�E\�WKH�¶SDVW�ZH�FKRRVH�WR�UHPHPEHU·�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�
RXU�FKLOGUHQ�µ�7KH�ERRN�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�2FWREHU�� 

 
I also began work on a new book project, tentatively titled The Negotiated Past: The Making of the ´&KLOGKRRG�

RI�)DPRXV�$PHULFDQVµ�Series. The mid-WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�FKLOGUHQ·V�KLVWRULFDO�VHULHV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�%REEV-Merrill 



I spent my first 

semester as a 
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